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NOVICE;

OR

MAN, OF INTEGRITY

CHAP. 1.

PERPLEXITIES AND VEXATIONS.

-~

Durine their *jsurney, Dharville ex-
pressed morg warmly to his friend than
he had before done, howsgrateful he felt
for the services he had rendered him; and
yet he was ignorant what asevere sacrifice
thht friend bad made, when \\r"q}uﬁg‘éd
Pais in order to hasten to him at Aix-la-
Chapelle; dor did he know how in-.
geniously Dercy had continuéd to send

away the two adventurers, and thus -
VOL, III. B
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rescue him from their machinations.
Géorge was touched by these expres- |
sions of gratitude on the part of Dhar-
ville} but, no longer under any apprehens™
sion on his account, all his thoughts were
noWw occupied by the idea of Victorine.
Twenty times he was on the point of
unbosoming himself to the«Count; but
was each time withheld from domg 0
by the fear of being indiscreet. Great
indeed was his anxiety to reach Paris:
he and his friend mow seemed to have
exchanged charactefs x for‘Dharville had
lost something qf his wonted hurry and
impetuesity, and always eager after
amusement, would have stopped longer
at each place, yhere they halted, that he
might look about the town, and see the
public plades and pretty women; while

0 o usually complied with the
humours of others, and was ever feady
o accommodate himself elrtirely to cir-
" cumstances, became’ impatient, com-
plained bf the slowness of the horses,of the
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negligence of the drivers; and insisted
«upon travelling all night, as well as all day.
Hitherto it was always he who had cqm- -
oplied with whatever his friend proposed
ordesired; but now Dharville was obliged
to bumour fim, and accede to his wishes ;
and it was out of fnere complaisance
towards Geofge, that he bestowed his
igvectives so plentifully on the postillions.
It was night, and they had already
passed through Peronne, when George,
a little more tranqufl at the rapidity
with which they tfavelled, judged it to
be his duty, although his thoughts were
incessantly occupieds with Victgrine, to
remonstrate awith Dharville on his past
ifoprudence. “ May I hepe,” said he,
“that the dangers which we have just
escaped will render you more cau-
.tiqis for the future? See into vhat 3
fnghtful abyqs ,you were on the point of
falling, owing tq . your inconsiderate
disposition, your love of pleasure, and
that efourderie of which, I am sorry to sdy,
B2
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you so often seem to make a point,of
honour. You are sincere, just, feeling, -
-and generous: these are the principaL
qualmes requisite to form a virtuous .
character, but are they sufficient of
themselves, and unless supported by
others? It is necéssary to possess also
discretion and self-controul!’ Dharville
did not attempt to interrupt this well-
meant exhortation ; for, to say the truth,
he had fallen into a doze at the be-
ginning. “I am glad to find by your
silence,” continued George, © that you
approve of what I say. T am far from
ptoposing myself toeyou as a model. 1
have, I am conscious, many faults, but at
least I know hew to govern my passions.
They were now arrived at a steep ascgnt,
and the horses slackened their pace.
«’Driver;, go on faster,” cried Ggorge
hastily.

¢« But, sir, we are gomg ap hill.”

“ No matter, I will give you a double
fee, if ybu trot up the hill.”
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+The postillion did not want to haye
this repeated to him twice, so, at the risk
.of killing his horses, he flogged them up
the hill. This little parley with the
post-boy had quite woke Dharville again,
who nows very distinctly heard what
George thought pfoper to add to his
former oxhortations. Yes,” continued
e, I know how to reflect before I act,
how to bend myself to circumstances, to
strain my impatience, and bear what-
ever happens with calmness.”
s comphmenf you on your admirable
self-controul.” 1
“ By wishing™0 perform moére than
can be accomplished, and by too great
) eagerness and precipitation, we are al-
ways sure to do harm.”
. Scarcely had he uttered these last words
wvhen one of the wheels broke and the ¢ar-
riage was oyerturned with great violence,
though happily neither of qur travellers
received any personal injury. “ Whata
confounded, awkward scoundfel!” cried
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George to the postillion in not the most
placid tone of voice; nor did his rage
and ill-humour at all abate, on hearing
Dharville burst into a hearty laugh.
“Aye, aye,” cried he, “’tis very well
fot you to laugh: you have.nothing to
hurry you, but can travel as you please.”

“ Come, come, my good. philosopher,
you who know so well how to restrain
your imgpatience, and bear whatever hap-
pens with calmness, ought we mot to
think ourselves fdrtunate in escaping
without broken limbs ! the accident will
only detain us an hour or two—that's all.”

“How! an hour or*two,” exclaimed
Dercy, scrambling out of: the chaise
as well as heecould, “ I'll be hanged
though if it shall:” and he instantly
leaped on the horse from which the
postillion was just dismounted ; ‘and
having detached the trace that held him
to the pole, said, Dharv:lfe, we shall
see each other at Pans,” and immediately .
set off at full specd.
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+ George, my good fellow,” cried the
Count after him; “ be sure that you do
not forget the remainder of your lec.
ture on 1mpat1ence, against that time ! '
Then, on perceiving the rapidity
with whjch his friend seemed deter-
Jmined to pursue His journey, he added,
“Ha! ha! imy dear George, you must

.have something monstrously pressing
indeed, something in which you must be
verymuchinterested. Well,though I can-
not now overtake ydu, I will not he long
behind : who %nows but that. now
I may be able to serve you in return §”
As soon, therefowe, as he could reach an
inn, he sent persons to raise the chaise,
and, taking a horse himself, set forward
without any delay.

, 1t was about six o’clock in the morn-

. ing, when our * hero, moynted i so
singular a manner, arrived at Bourget,
when, instead of pursuing his route
straight to Paris, he turned off a little.
from the main road, and in® somewhat
niore than an hour was close by M.
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Dubrocard’s paik, where he stopped,
although he could hardlytell himself what
was his next object, or how he intended
to proceed. He hoped that he might
meet with Victorine herself, as she was
going on an early ramble with her Bonne,
for the purpose of maiing sketches ; but,
on reflection, he daied haidly flatter
himself that such would be the case ; for
although the moining was an exceed-
ingly fine one, the autumn was now
considerably advanCed, and the tiees
had aheady lost much®of their foliage.
Alighting from his horse, he wandered
for some time under ti& paik wall, and
at length ventured to approach the little
door through which he was to have en-
tered at the appointed interview—the in-
terview he had been under the cruelwnd
painful neccgsity of foregoing. Madame
Deschamps had told him that it was gene-
rally unlocked, and. on trying, he found
+that it was so; still he dared not to enter,
but looked®in very cautiously, as if afraid
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of detection, until at length, to his great

joy, he perceived the old gouvernanse
herself, who was knitting under some
teees. He immediately went towards
her, when, on seeing him, she screamed
out, and exclaimed in a tone both of
surprise afd anger ; “ What, is it you!
dare you, after your unhandsome, and
even shaieful behaviour, show yourself
before me? Begone, Sir, leave me in-
stantly, or I will call some one to my
assistance !’

“For Heaven's sake, my dear Ma-
dame Deschamps !— —

“ Leave me, I say! What! to ask for
an interview, and then, instead of keeping
your appomtment, merely to write!
Only think if I had, 4s I'was tempted to
do, mentioned it to poor Victorine ! ™

e“But at least hear what I have to
Say.” ’

“No, Sir-+let me request you, too, to

go away from here directly, for if you.
"should be seen—" . '
B A
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Notwithstanding his earnest solicita-
tions, the utmost that George could
obtain was a piomise from the gouver-
narwc that she would let him speak to her
in the evening, in the place where he had
before met her; but she insisted on his
then leaving her directly—d command
which he found it necessary.to obey.

The promise which he had ‘1eceived
from Madame Deschamps had revived all
his hopes ; and he theiefore proceeded
to Paris, comparatiyely at ease, satisfied
with himself for havipg done all that
fnendshxp demanded of him, and trust-
ing that love would ngt be unpropitious
towards him. And while indulging in
pleasing anticipations of the future, he
felt but little fatigue from the exertions
he had recently under, gone Therefore on
his arrival in town, he meely laid down
for about a‘couple of hours, and scar¢ely
had he 1iisen from this slight repose,
when Dharville, who had travelled with
almost as much dispatch as himself,
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was ushered into his apartment. Per-
siaded that therc must have been some
more than ordinary motive to induce
his friend to act with a precipitation
and impatience so foreign to his cha-
racter, the Count began to question
him in a Jesting, rgttling manner, which
<ended only to render George more re-
served and "unwilling to unbosom him-
self. Touched however by the sincere
and unaffected friendship which Dhar-
ville manifested towards him, he did not
attempt to «congeal that his mind was
intensely occupied with a subject of the
utmost importapce to him; yet he
requested him at the same time not to
insist upon being made acquainted with
it, assuring him that should he require
the good offices of any friend he would
eertainly apply to himsin preference, to
‘any one clse. Imagining that Dercy’s
uneasiness -Arose merely from the cir-
cumstance of his having been dismissed
from the situation he held, the Count
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determined within himself to neglect no
means of restoring him to the Duke's
favour, and also, if possible, to remove
‘Davvert, against whom he felt greatly
irritated. Having again professed eter-
na] friendship for George, he took leave
of him, for the purpose of c4iling upon
a great many acquaintance, to all of
whom—at least to such as would listen
to him, he drew a brilliant picture of
the devotion, the courage, and the
generosity of his friend. Nor did he
affect to slur over his @wn indiscretious,
but related the whole affair of his duel,
and of his silly attachment to the soi-
disante Russian countess, so that before
night almost all his friends were in-.
formed of what had taken place at Aix-
la-Chapelle. o
With what igpatience did George
wait for the arrival of the evening!
He was this time at his rendezvous most
punctually, long indeed before Madame
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Deschamps: at length he perceived her
.coﬁling from the neighbour’s where shs
had been indulging in her accustomed
cvening gossip; and hurried to meet®
her. Do not imagine that I am come
to listen to you,” said she, now moge
irritated aglinst him than in the morning;
“0’tis you must listen to me: we know
all your® procecdings—we have been
informed of everything—of your whole
conduct.”

“Well, and do yop know anything ill
of me?” .

« 11l indeed '—~why we know that you
are a very vile mman—a libertine and
gamester, a.nd you associate with one
»who is quite as bad as yourself—a M.
Marville, or Charville, or some such
name, with whom you havé been ram-
bling about,—that you each of you have
a mistress, either in Holland,*or Prussia,
or thereabofts. I don’t know exactly
where ; but 1 knew that it is somewhere
“out of France.”
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“ And who is it that has been pro-
Ragating these calumnious reports?”’

“Who?—a person who is very well
«informed.” ‘

¢ But let me know his name.”

. Very likely indeed, that I should
tell you! Such a quairelsotfie, fighting
gentleman as you arc wonld soon go
and raise a disturbance with him, for we
know very well that you have just been
fighting a duel.”

cfr» .

“Yes, you: I can tell you, too, that
you fought with pistols, and shot your
adversary,—or at least the poor Dutch-
man is so badly wounded that he will
pever recover.”

¢ What a horrible slander! and does
Victorine then believe that all thig is
true?” °

“Yes; she was present when your
fine achievements were the subject of
conversation.” ‘
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“ She was present ?—and she, doubt-
.les's, hates me?”

“I don’t know :—she is so good that

, I believe she hates no one. The firste
thing she asked when informed of the
duel was, ¢ Is he wounded?’ and when
answered M the nggative, I perceived
that the poog girl felt much relieved.”

“ And’was she then really anxious on
iny account ? ”

**No; do not flatter yourself with
that idea: it was nothing more than
that kind of .pity she would feel for the
most indifferent person in the world.
Not one individual in the family feels
any interest or® concern about you; and

<I can assure you with regard to myself,
that you must not expect to deceive me
or soften me any more. Te-morrow
we all return to town: but do not
attempt to see me when we get to Paris,
for I intend:*to acquaint M. Dubrocard
with your whole eonduct; and he, I am.
'sure, will shut his dootrs agaipst you.”



16 THE NOVICE; OR,

Having uttered these words she walked
en, leaving George quite confounded
and stupified, so much so that he was
obliged to stop a few minutes before ke
could recover his ideas: he then re-
turned slowly and dejectedly to Paris.
We have informed our feaders that
Dharville had lost no timg in speaking
every where of George, and ‘'nis noble
and generous conduct; but in his warmth
and his eagerness to praise him, his
account of the transactions was not
always clear and intglligihle, and the
facts became still more distorted and
misrepresented in passing from mouth to
mouth, so that when th& story reached
M. Dauvert's ears it was little conform..
able to truth. And, in relating them
to the Dubrocards, with whom he dined
that day, that gentleman, who, as we
have seen vn a former occasion, was not
the most scrupulous nartator in the
«world, had added several little orna-
ments and ¢ graces’ of his own, doubtless”
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mergly with the good-natured intention
of entertaining his listeners, although’
it must be confessed that these additions
&y no means told in favour of his < dear
George,” The reader has already learnt
how greatly the story was altered ii
passmg from M. Dauvert to the cais of
the gouvegnartte.

,Dercy was distressed beyond all de-
scription, and would have written di-
rectly to Madame Deschamps to justify
himself, but then what should he write ?
He was in tlle embarrassing situatjon
of one who needs only reldte the simple
tiuth in o1der completely to exculpate
himself: but. then he conceived that
"Both delicacy and honour forbade his
making such a disclosme. Many others
would have been eager to speak of all
+thgt had happened, but George—could
he pievail upon himself to reveal the
errors of his fiiend Dharville? Would it
not seem as if he wished to praise him-
self at his expense ?
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CHAP. 1L

FRESH SUCCESSES OF DAUVERT.

AT the very time that our hero mgt
with such a repulse on the part of
Madame Deschamps, Dharville, impa-
tient to see the Duke of * * *, went to
look for him at the opera. There,
.coming to the subject at once without
much circumlocution, he complained
bitterly to his Grace of the manner in
which his friend had been treated, whom
he decfended with the utmost warmth,
whilst he was not sparing, on the other
hand, of his reflections on M. I‘erd,mand
Dauvert, saying that he wag a paltry, time-
serving fellow, a man equally destitute
of principle and talent. The Duke
listened® to his eulogium and invective
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with the greatest imperturbility and cool-
ness. “ Well,” cried he, when the
Count had finished, “this may be all
am———

very true :—your friend Dercy is a
man of the strictest integrity, one of the
most honest, creatures in the world, but
then he is quite a’ novice. Dauvert
is, I grant, yoi}, a time-serving sycophant,
hut he is also a very clever fellow. The
former has not a single spark of ambition
in his whole composition; how thenis it
possible for me to do any thing for him,
or make any thing of him? I believe
Dauvert is very superficial, and not very
well-informed ; but he is determined to
Jmake his way, consequently he is sub-
mnsswe, complaisant, and full of flattery :
this is the kind of man we want—er
rather my successor wants.”
.« How! your successor !”

“ Yes, my successor: do you not know
then that I am no longer in office ?”

Dercy had been absent from Paris but
a very few days; yet in this interval, short
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as it was, one of those political charges
'had taken place, with which experience
ought by this time to have familiarized

s. ®*The ministry had been changed'
and the Duke wasnot included in the
new one. All Paris, all France, were
talking of this event; Dharville alone
was ignorant of it. . The intelligence had
not reached Aix-la-Chapelle before he
quitted that -place; and ever since he
had been constantly travelling, or stop-
ping only.to change horses: and in the
numerous calls he had made during the
course of the day, since his return to
Paris, he had been so intent upon eulo-
gizing his friend and extollmg him to_
every one, that he had given no one an
opportunity of telling him any news. He
was therefore quite astonished at hearing
that the Puke was no longer iy the
ministry ; nor was his Grgce at all less
astonished af finding that Dharville was’
" ignorant of what all the rest of the world
knew, ‘The latter hardly knew whether
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he ought to condole with the Duke
or not, so little did his Grace appear’
to regret his removal from power;
vatfd so indifferent did this man, who
had all his life been devoted to ambi-
tion, seem to be to all that had
hitherto hadfor him so keen an interest :
even this ttad now lost its stimulus.
Besldes, the "Duke had not been dis-
missed in disgrace ; on the contrary, in
addition to the customary pension and
the rank of a ministersof state, he retired
loaded with ‘honours and titles;. he
had one of the first places at court; and
from some words which he casually let
fall, it was casy for Dharville to perceive
**that he still retained considerable influ-
ence in public affairs. His Grace had
always piqued himself upon his talent for
+ pérsiflage; and now that he was no longer
in office, his love for it seemed to have
increased, whether it was natural or
merely affected. % And this intriguing
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manceuvring Dauvert,” said the Count,
" has retained his place?”

% Of course,” returned his Grace,  he
“B not one of those kind of persons wio-
are dismissed: I have myself recom-
mended him to the new minister—he
has been of so much service at the
elections!”” Then suddcnly_changing
the conversation, he began to banter
Dharville on his late adventures, of
which he had bheard in the course of
the day. « You find,” said he,  that I
am Detter acquainted: with the news of
Aix-la-Chapelle than you are with that of
Paris.”

The Count replied only a few words,
and then left the box to go to the saloon.”
There, too, he began to sound the praises
of his friend Dercy to every one whoih
he could get to listen to him, and e%-
pressed his resentment that he should
have been deprived of his situation ; yet
"was both surprised and’ mortified to find
that nobedy seemed to be at all interested
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in the subject, but anxious either to
talk ‘of his own affairs, or of the opera-'
dancers. He determined, nevertheless,
40 go his rounds among his friends the
next morning, for the purpose of serving
George, and opening the eyes of every®
one with regird to Dauvert. He did
not at all know the Duke’s successor,
but hc was quite certain of making
friends with those about him.

It was at this juncture that M. Dauvert
displayed more successfully than ever his
consummate address, his dexterity, and
his knowledge of the world : in addition
to favours, gratuities, and honorary
titles, which hg obtained on his:former
patron’s retreat from office, and the post
which had formerly been held by Dercy,
and which he still retained, he in a few
days gained a greater ascendancyover the
new minister than he had had over his
predecessor ; while even of the latter he
st!ll remained the prdtegee, the intimate,
ant! the fyvourite.
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He did not suffer himself to be idle;
all his mornings were devoted to his offi-
cial employments ; besides this, he was
most assiduous in his visits to the Duke,
his former protector, always offering to

‘execute for him any little services, help-
ing him to receivedis company on those
days when he received ¢ visits or gave
audiences ; for, although no longer in of:
fice, the old ci-devant minister was fond,
we might almost say childishly fond, of
holding levces and giving audiences.
While he was thus tke favoured protegee
of their two Excellencies, Dauvert still
contrived to find time to act the obse-
quious friend to M. and Madame Dubro-
card, and the ardent lover towards thei,
daughter. How was he able to attend
to so many things? It is not a little ¢hat
- will fatigue an ambitious man, and' one
determined to make his way in the world.
The news of his approaching marriage
withthedaughterof the Receiver-General
begart now to be rumoured abroad ; and
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this report served only to increase Dhai-
wville’s anger. ¢ This is really too much,”
cried he; * what, shall he rob my fnend
mot only of his place, but of his intended
wife too! No, I will never suffer it "
However well established a man’s good
fortune may*be, it ig very dangerous fo
Him to have san active and persevering
cnemy. Inless than three days’ time,
Dharville had been so busy in spreading
every where the duplicity and perfidy of
Dauvert, that the latter became quite
alarmed. Nothing to his disadvantage
had yet reached the eais of either the
Minister or the Recciver-General; but he
already percgived that many persons be-
gan to manifest much reserve and cold-
ness towards him, and to seem as if they
no longer cared to notice him; and even
tife old Duke, although he stlll admitted
hlm ‘did not spare his sarcastic reflections
What was to’ be done? Can 1esources
ever be wanting tb those clever fellows
who know so well how to turn td account
VOL. IIL , "¢
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the simplicity of others! Dauvert went
4gain to find his good friend, George
Dercy.

**The latter, entirely occupied with_hs
love for Victorine, and with forming
stratagems how to see her, was continually
on the watch in the neighuourhood of
M. Dubrocard’s hotel; and had, at
length, summoned up sufficient resolution
to write a long letter of explanations to
Madame Deschamps; which he was on
the point of going out to carry to her
himself, when his visitor was announce.
With many cxpressions of sorrow and
concern, Dauvert explained to his old
schoolfellow, who, he said, must know
the purity of his intentions, how greatly he«
had been misrepresented. ¢ You know,”
satd he, ¢ that if I, in the first instance,
accepted your place, it was with the #a-
tention of keeping it for you, and if I'have
since retained it, it has hapfrened because
'you appeared to careso little about it
yourself.. You know too, that if I ven-
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tured to resign myself to my passion for
. the charming Alphonsine, it was bccausé,
according to your own confession, you
did not aspire to her hand. How
happens it then, that so many calumnious
reports are sp:ead abroad with regard %o
me? 1 do Tot acemsc you; forI am far
from imagintng that you are at all con-
cerned in propagating such frightful
attacks upon my character; still, I appeal
to your friendship and your generosity.
Under such circumstances, are you not
called upon’to eome forward? ¥t is
beneath me to reply to such malicious
scandal ; yet would it not be no more
than propersin you to reply to them for
me ?>—An idea has just struck me; in
order tg close the mouths of all these
1dle and mischievous gossips, nothing
worg is requisite than that you should
show yourself with me at the theatres and
other public p]aces ; and thus prove that,
nothing has interrupted our friendship.”
To this proposal, George replied at
c?2
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first by a few indifferent words; but all
‘of a sudden a gleam of hope broke 'in
upon him, as he saw in it the means of
again secing Victorine, I am not of:
fended with you,”said he to Dauvert; “nor
have I ever been so.  You propose to me
to show myself with you in ffublic; you
are aware that I live here quite a reclusé
life, but there is always a great deal of
company at M. Dubrocard’s; and, in
fact, I should not be sorry to visit there
again ; if, therefore, you will undertake
to engage that I shall ke reteived, I am
ready to accompany you thither. Be-
cause Mademoiselle and I,” added he
with a smile, ¢¢ are not formed for each
other, is that any reason why her father
should shut his doors against me?”
While George was speaking, Dauvert
hastily calculated how he ought to act’;
and as he was quite certain that Dercy was
not his rival with the lady, he promised
to exert all his influénce in George’s
favour with the Receiver-General.”
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*« Is not this exceedingly fortunate?,”
cried George, as soon as he was alone :
& Dauvert is quite welcome both to retsin
the place, and marry the rich heiress
who was to have fallen to my lot; since
it is through, his scheming for himself that
J shail again have an opportunity of be-
holding* Vietorine. Am I wrong, after
all, in saying, that those who attempt to
injure me frequently do me service in the
end!”

Dercy had from the very first blamed
his friend Dharville’s outcries against
Dauvert ; but now he was quite alarmed
lest, if he persisted in them, all his plans
would be defeated; he therefore has-
tencd to the Count, and entreated him
not to say a syllable respecting the ma-
saceuvres and cabals of his quondam
‘schoolfellow. It was not aithout cx-
treme reluetance that Dharville yielded
to George’s earnest intreaties; but the
latter appeared to be so very solicitous
that Dauvert should be left unmolested,
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that, however cbntrary to his inclination,
he yielded to Dercy’s solicitations.

+The desire of preventing any bad
cffect from the invectives launched
against him was not the sole motive that
had induced Dauvert to renew his inti-
macy with George. « He réturned the
following day to our hero, to’inform him
that he had alrcady spoken in his favour
to M. Dubrocard ; that he should return
to the subject again that very evening;
and assured him, that he would very
soon bring about an cntire reconciliation
between him and the Receiver-General.
At length, after having said all that he
coald to convince George that hc was
really anxious to serve him, and having
assured him how much he valued his
friendship, he, in the most wheedling
manner, requested a fresh favour of him.
‘The Duke’s successor wanted,a complete
and detailed account relatnve to the
offices connected with his department,
and M. Dauvert had been commissioned
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toedraw this up; but intriguing being
* more his forte than a talent for furnishing
such information, he had neither th¢
leisure nor the ability to execute the
task the Minister had imposed upon him,
and he conceived that George would de
more au fa:t on fthe subject, and more
capable of wntmg on it than any one
.else. As soon as he understood what it
was that Dauvert wanted, Dercy promised
to do it for himj and then set about
writing the. work Wwith as much care
and assldulty as"he had formerly be-
stowed on the themes and tasks of M.
Ferdinand, when they yere at school.
“ What!” tried Dharville to George,
when informed of what he was doing,
‘ another act of complaisance,and kind-
pess to this fellow! You are taking all
sthe. pains, and he will reap all the honour.
Thanks tosyou, instead of being con-
vinced of the ignorance and insufficiency
of this pretender, the new Minister will
be led to form a very high opinion of his
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abilities. Good God! how you suffer
‘yourself to be imposed upon, and made
a tool of I”

“ Not ,at all,” replied Derey with a
smile; “I am not imposed upon. If
what 1 am about, can be of any service,
I am ready to do it% and let Dauvert
have the credit of it if he wjll ; so that it
is attended with any good, I shall be
quite satisfied.”

Dauvert was as good as his word as
far as regarded the reconciliation of the
Recciver-General to our hero; for it was
not long before the latter received a note
from M. Dubrocard, inviting him to be
present at the signing the marriage ar-
ticles between M. Ferdinand Dauvert
and Mademoiselle Alphonsine.

The Recelver-General and his lady
thought tog that they could do no Jless
than ask the Doctor and Madame Saint
Yirmin, on the same occasion ; but they
both indignantly rejected the invi-
tation. When informed that Dercy was
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to be present, Madame exclaimed:
¢ Ofir nephew can have no spirit what-»
everin him! What, to go and sign as a
witness the marriage articles of a suc-
cessful rival,—the very contract to whicle
he ought to have set his hand as thg
husband!”

» “ Madam,?, rephed the Doctor, “he
will always be the same ; to the very end
of his life he will continue to act like a
novice and a blockhead.”



34 THE NOVICE; OR,

CHAP. IIL

——

A DECLARATION OF MARRIAGE.,

How happy George was n accepting
M. Dubrocard’s invitation]) but, at the
same time, this satisfaction® was not

- entirely unmixed with a feeling of un-
casiness. What was thc reception he
was likely to mcet with, after the reports
that had been spread to kis prejudice ?
[{e feared that he should sce cold
and repulsive countenances, and find
a distant though polite welcome.
When he reached the Receiver-Ge-
neral’s, the court-yard was blocked up
with carriages, as there was a numersus
dinner party of the chief family cou-
nexions pseviously to the signing ot the
contract. The first peisort that Dercy
* perceived wWas the old ‘gouvernante ; nor
did the sight of her seem to him the
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inost auspicious omen, or serve to lessen
hi¢ agitation. But how agreeably was
“he surprised when the old lady ap-
proached very kindly, and inquired after
his health, saying that it gave her great
pleasure to see him again. He then
cntered the drawing-room, where Dau-
vert, looking as gaily as so happy an
occasion‘required, came to welcome him,
‘and presented him to Madame Dubro-
card and her fair daughter. Both the
ladies werc most splendidly dressed, es-
pecially the,latter, and they received
George in the most kind and ﬂattermg
manner. M. Dubrocard himself came
up and shook hands with him in a way
that testified how completcly he was dis-
posed to be on the best terms with him.

This part of the ceremony having been
dispatched, Dercy’s eyes wandered over
the room in search of her who was in fact
the sole atfraction that hid drawn him
there; and he diseovered her seated neas
one of the windows amid a groupe of
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young persons. Victorine was at the
<moment looking towards him ; he bowed
respectfully to her, and had the delight
of finding that his salutation was re-
turncd in the most graceful and winning
manner, accompanied by’ a smile that
almost repaid him for all hg.had endured.

In the midst of his rapfure, George
was rather puzzled to know td what to
attribute a reception so much more fa-
vourable than what he had dared to
anticipate ; and as the reader may, per-
haps, be somewhat surprised too, we
must inform him that it was all owing to
M. Dauvert, who had perceived it to be
to his interest that Dercy should be
flatteringly received. When he had first
proposed the subject, M. Dubrocard
exclaimed : *“What! open my doors
again to a man of a notorious, dissolute
character, 0 a gamester ! -

¢« Ha!” retorned Dauvert, ¢ and have
I not yet told you that.all this has been
very satjsfactorily explained?” saying
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which, he proceeded to relate all the
+ cirtumstances connccted with his friend’s ~
‘visit to Aix-la-Chapelle, giving quite a
different turn and colouring to them,
than he had done before ; now taking as
much pains to set them in a favourablg
light as he hoq at first to place them in a
disadvantageous one. Victorine had been
present At this second edition of the
story, and had not negleeted to justify
the hero of it to Madame Deschamps.
What were the ideas that crossed
our hero’s mind, on taking up thg pen
to sign the marriage coutract of his rival
and the wecalthy heiress?  «“When,”
thought he, ¢ shall I be able to sign thus -
the contract that is to ratify my own
happiness ?” and his eyes involuntarily
strayed to Victorine. Encouraged by
the propitious aspect which every thing
now assumed for him, he'felt that he
might ventéire to hope for the realiza-
tion of his fondest wishes, and this gave
him a degree of confidence ,not very
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usual to him; and he even ventured to
approach the youthful groupe where
Victorine still continued conversing
with her companions. Many of thess
were anticipating the delight they should
receive at the wedding of their friend
Alphonsine, and tall\mg of. the dresses
they intended to wear 1n honom of that
joyful occasion. A young gemlcman now
addressed onc of the fair speakers in
this little coterie, and very gallantly so-
licited her hand for the first country-
dance on the happy day, in question.
Another was about to make the same
proposal to Victorine, when George, who
saw that not an instant was to be lost,
summoned up sufficient courage, and
anticipated him in his request, which
was immediately accepted. What hap-
piness, what delightful hopes now ani,
mated him! He should dance with-her'
—should have an apportunity of speak-
ing to her—perhaps might venturc to
press her fair hand! Filled with more
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confidence than hec had ever before felt,
and’inspired by the most blissful hopes,
he now thought that every difficulty was
removed, and promised himself that he
would seize an opportunity of declaring
his passion to the beautiful orphan.

This day, <q impaticntly expected b_);
ntore than one person, was however put
off in comtscquencc of a very untoward
évent. The Duke of #* ** Dauvert’s
first patron, had had an apoplectic attack
that threatened his life. Quite secure
as to his receiving the hand of the fair
Alphonsine, Dauveit was not sorry to
have an opportunity of publicly demon-
strating his attachment for the Duke,
and insisted upon the ceremony being
deferred foi the present.  Madame
Dubrocaid did not fail to remark to all
Irer acquaintance: ¢ How very mal-
aprdpos this has happencd for M. Dau-
vert ; but ‘there is no help for it:
he is, as every one well knows, so inti.
mate with the Duke, that it js impos-
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sible that the mamage should take

»place while his Grace continues in such,
danger.” Perhaps George was more
afllicted at this delay than Dauvert him-
self, since he dared not go to M. Du-
brocard’s so frequently as he could
wxsh, and whencver he didecould hardly
ever find an opportumty of speaking to
Victorine. At length tife Dukels re-
covery was announced, and the wedding-
day fixed. .

The ceremony was a very splendid
one, and his (uace condescended to
honour it with his presence for a short
time. What a sensation did the pre-
sence of so distinguished -3 personage
createc among all the visitors! What an
honour - conferred upon the Dubrocard
family ! It was not without emotion that
George beheld a man from whom he ha§
formerly received obligations, and who
was/now s¢ much altered by illness:
he made him a profound bow, which
was answgred merely by an inclination
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of thge head. The old nobleman, how-
ever, frequently glanced at his ci-devant
protegee ; sometimes looking at him
thh an expression of interest, as if he
considered him a worthy young man;
then again with a kind of ironical com-
pasgion, as if h&€~xk.«ght him onedesti-
tute of tact,and discernment.

.The*ball commenced : and how -did
the first sounds of the instruments cause
Dercy’s heart to palpitate! FEach gen-
tleman hastened to select his partder;
and in the brilliant crowd of beausies
George had eyes only for Victorine,
whose hand he caught with a tremor of
pleasure that vibrated through his frame.
Victorine was not an accomplished
dancer in point of science ; but she had
so_much natural grace in her motions,

* that gvery beholder was struck by nt,
and George absolutely in raptures: so
much so, as more than once to forget
the figure of the dance, #nd nearly put
out the rest, had he not been set right
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by her who had caused his abstraction.
It was on leading her back to her seat
that he had resolved upon speaking
of the passion he felt for her; but
when that opportunity arrived, instead
of availing himself of it, he stood beside
her without utteris,: .~®ord. He again
danced with her,and again promised
himself that he would exert-more reso-
lution, yet without greater success ; for
all that he could prevail upon himself
to say were a few dndifferent words, and
even these he did not prohounce without
much agitation. Time however was
advancing, and a favourable opportunity,
such a one #s he might rot meet with
again, was on the point of being lost:
this idea almost completed his mortifi-
cation and confusion. In one of the
rooms used for dancing were severgl
engravings and drawings; among the
latter he perceived ‘some views of M.
" Dubrocard’s park and country-house :
he looked very attentively for some
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minutes at one of these drawings, all
ofe which were executed by Victorine.
“Oh'” said she, * I perceive that you
“hre going to criticize my work : pray do
not look at that view ; it is almost one
of the first things I ever did.”

“I lcok at w~"“"v a delight that I
cannot well express,” replied George.

¢ And why?”

“ Because when I was not permitted to
have the happiness of visiting you, it was
there, under those linden trees, that I used
to go, that I might, at least, have the plea-
sure of beholding the house where you
resided. Oh! Mademoiselle,” continued
he, * let us not be again separated: al-
low me to ask M. Dubrocard for per-
mission to dedicate to you my existence.”

«“ M. Dercy, you astonish me—jyon
'astom§h me very much; for heaven's sake
let us break off this conversatiof.”

They were now summoned t& a fresh
dance ; but Victorine begged of George
to excuse her, saying that shefelt fa-
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tigued, and should go and sit beside
her aunt; George followed her, and
seized the opportunity of saying:
“ Have I offended you, Mademoiselle ? "

« No; but if you were to speak to M.
Dubrocard, you would certainly distress
me very much.”

Dercy did not ventuje to make any
remanstrance, but quitted the ball with
all his hopes destroyed. « She absolutely
rejects me,” said he. ¢ I see that all she
feels for me is nothing more than a cold
esteem, almost indifference: and who
knows but that her heart has already
decided in favour of another ?—Yes, now

indeed I am the most unfortunate of
beings.”
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CHAP. 1V.

]

A WILL.

In wealth‘y families a round of enter-
tainments, visits, and amusements, gene-
1ally take place for the first month or
two after a wedding. But this life of
gaicty and agreeable racket was not that
of our new-married couple, both of whem
spent all their time in bestowing the most
assiduous cares on the Duke of ***,
‘This wealthy and still powerful individual
—although he no longer held any place i in
the ministry,—was now full of pains and |
infirmities. Since his attack of apoplexy
‘he,had left off going to the opera. A.
widowe er, and without children] he had
no other heirs than distant relatitns, none
of whom were on good terms with him.
Was not therefore, Dauvert, his protegee,
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his crcature, and his favourite, called
upon to show himself all attention, affec-
tion, and devotion towards him? He
was indeed obliged sometimes to quif hi.
Grace, in order to attend to the affairs
of the many lucrative situations which he
now held; but the_lga=tiful Alphonsine
was always ready to take her husband’s
place by the casy-chair ot bed-side of the
invalid. If he was sad, she endeavoured
to cheer his spirits; if he suffered from
pain, she condoled with him ; and if he
was able to stir abogt at all, her arm was
always at his service, to help him to walk
up and down the room, or in the garden.
Always romantic and full of fine feclings,
shc was delighted and proud to display
towards him a tender respect, and an at-
tachment almost fiial ; and she declared
that she would be his Antigone. These
attentiors of a young and handsomc
woman were not received with ingrati-
tude g the aged courtier.

Ever since the marriage of her cousin,
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Victorine had been extremely reserved
with George. In all the visits that he
had since paid Madame Dubrocard, she
had not given him a single, opportumty
of speaking to her alone; nor did she
seem to be any longer the animated and .
cheerful girl that she had formerly been,
always cager to- welcome him and glad to
sec him ; but she was now a serioug young
wdman, and conducted herself towards
him with more politeness than formerly,
but with less affability. JIn spite of all his
modesty, Dercy.could not but be con-
scious that an offer from hifm was too
advantageous to be slighted, except from
some very powerful motive: and what
could this motive be? except what
he had surmised, namely. a-prior at-
tachment towards some favoured rival—
n #dea that was absolutely intolerable to .
him. He now endeavoured td call to
mind all thosewho had opportunities of
approaching Victorine; but he found
that some were too gay and dissipated,
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others too great coxcombs, and too much
occupicd with their own persons: this
was a respectable and unassuming young
man, but then he was destitute of cither
talent or information; that was clever and
amusing, but then he was of an ambitious
and mercenary disposjtion. How then
should such characters be able to create
an interest in a mind so purc’?

One morning Dharville came to inter-
rupt these reveries of our hero, and to
acquaint him witly the death of the Duke
of, * * * The Count, who still re-
tained all his animosity against Dauvert,
made some very strong remarks on the
manner in which both h¢ and his wife
had beset the old nobleman during the
few last days of his life. 'This Minister,
and profound statesman, so admirabl® a
judge of character, and a man of stch
penetratibn, had suffered himself to be
kept by them quite to themselves. Dur-
ing the last visit he had paid him, Dhar-
ville perceived that he was entirely undet
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the guidance of the subtle, wheedling,
Pauvert. When informed of the illness
of their wealthy relative, many of the
clllateral branches of the family had
hastened to Paris, for the purposc of
visiting bim ; but Dauvert and his wife*
were jailors not c.~~2ssible to bribes, and
refused them® admittance, nor would
they suffer any one to approach the dying
ex-minister.  Some, therefore, topk the
resolution of addressing him by letter;
they had, however,no doubt but that their
letters also were imtercepted, and that
there was a will cutting them off from
the property ; for it was reported that
a few days before his decease the Duke
had desired a notary to be summoned.
All the rclatives were loud in their com-
plaints and invectives against Dauvert.
- Between ourselves,” added Dharville,’
“ if [ may depgnd upon what I have heard
from the Nuke himself relative to them,
they are all mercenary people, gaping
after his money, and without any claims
VOL. II. D
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on his kindness: they are all of them,
besides, very rich—more so than thev
deserve to be. I am not at all sorry,
therefore, if they are cut off from the
property ; but I should, I must confess,
be extremely so were it to come into the
hands of that plotting:sycophant, Dau.
vert.” George expressed’ his regret at
hearing of the Duke’s death, notwith-
standing that he could not consider him.
self as having been altogether well
treated by him : he then endeavoured to
persuade his friend to chérish no resent-
ment towards Dauvert, assuring him that
he himself entertained none.

The Duke was buried: in the most
splendid manner; and a few days after-
wards George received a letter from the
deceased nobleman’s notary, informing
him that the Duke had left instructions
forshim to summon to the reading of the
will all his relations who might happen
to be at Paris, and some other indivi-
duals. whom he named, among which



MAN .OF INTEGRITY. 51

names was that of M. George Dercy ; and
that in consequence he requested that
he would call upon him at ten o’clock
that morning. George was astonished
at receiving such a letter, but imagined
that the Duke might have been anxious’
to. make him forget his former cold
treatment and, neglect, by leaving him
some small mark of his esteem; an
attention with which he was much
touched.

When Dercy arnved at the notary’s
he found a great many persons already
assembled there, namely, M. Dauvert, an
old steward, and an old housekeeper of the
Duke’s, and all that nobleman’s relations.
These latter had flocked thither from
the north and from the south: there
were great-nephews and great-nieces,
"and ceusins of almost every dggree and
shade of conanguinity ; there were old
and young, city folks, and country folks ;
two ancient ladies were there on their
own account, and there were husbands

D2
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come on the part of their wives, and
proxies for those who could not attend
personally. Among this host of relations
the most important and conspicuous per-
sonage was a certain Viscount Darbolin,
‘from Anjou, a very distant relative of the
late Duke’s, and a well-known character
about the country where he resided for
his fondness for litigation and law-
suits—for sticking at nothing so that .
he could but attain his ends! During
the revolution be neither emigrated,
fought in Ta Vendec, nor joined
himself with those nobles who thought
that they were called upon to sacrifice
their old precjudices in favour of reason
and their country. He had on the con-
trary been one of those who either qut
of fear or from interest had taken a lead
‘among the revolutionists ; and imagining *
that they ought to make a parade of their
civism, had procéeded to greater ex-
tremities than the most fanatic of the
Jacobins. This, however, had not pre-
vented M. Darbolin from hoisting mo-
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narchical colours at the restoration of
Louﬁs, with a kind of frenzy ; nor from
becoming the persecutor of the former
patriots ; and as he was very wealthy
and a man of great influence all over
the country wheré he resided, no one,
dared to recal to his recollection his con-
duct during the year 1793.

All these relations had received the
same invitation as George ; for it seemed
that the Duke was determined to exhibit
after death that spiri of raillery which
had characterised Jhim throughout, the
whole of his life, in thus causing to be
summoned to the reading of his will all
those relations whom he most probably
disinherited. Every one was full of
anxiety and curiosity, which they en-
deavoured to conceal under an air of
sétiousness and gravity. M. Dauvert
seemed to take upon himself %o receive
the visitors, inore than the notary did :
he was full of attentions to every one,*
particularly to the ladies; was assidu-
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ous in offering seats to the company
and extolled the character of the'de-
ceased, at the same time raising his eyes
to heaven; and then launched out into a
brilliant culogium on his genius, his extra-
ordinary talents, and the important ser-
vices he had rendered both his sovereign
and the state. On perceiving George
enter, he seemed greatly astonished ; but
after speaking a few words aside to the
notary, he came up to him, and shook
him cordially by the hand. ¢ Iam quite
delighted to see you heres Dercy,” cried
he; “no doubt the worthy Duke, yield-
ing to my representations in your favour,
has been anxious to make amends for all
his former neglect, by naming you in his
will. Ah! I know his generous dxspost-
tion perfectly well !”

The relations did not appear very
grateful fér the civilities tendered them
by M. Dauvert, or rather théy would have

*been very glad to have dispensed with
Jooth him and his attentions altogether.
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« It is very fine truly for him,” muttered
one, “to pretend to bebave so politely
to people whom he is robbing of their
jast rights !”

« Yes,” observed another; “but he
was not quite so pBlite when he shut the,
door in our faces, and would not suffer
us to see our celation.”

M. Darbolih sate without saying a
word ; but with knitted brows, a scowls
ing eye, and haughty lip, shot from
time to time angry, glances at Dau-
vert. All present, indeed, appgared
to stand in mutual fear of each other,
and to survey each other with looks of
mistrust, even while exchanging saluta-
tions, renewing former acquaintances,
or now forming new ones. -There
were many who had not met for a very
13ng while, and there were others who
now met for the first time in“their lives.
The old were surprised to find that they
had so many young cousins ; while the
young could hardly conceive it, possible
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that 50 many of their old relations were
still in existence.

The company now took their seats,
George placed himself in a corner bé-
hind the rest, and M. Dauvert in the
foremost rank, close by the notary.
The latter began to read the will, which,
in conformity with the law, had been
previously opened at the Tribunal de
Premiere Instance. " Immediately the
most hushed silence prevailed: the
most fixed attentiop, and hope, and fear,
werg depicted in the attitude and ex-
pression of every one present; and M.
Dauvert uttered a very audible sigh.

The first paragraphs coptained only
legacies, of greater or less value, to thedo-
mestics. ¢ This is very well."—Perfectl
just.”— Quite as it should be,” said the
auditors, Next came some bequests to
public charities. “What an excellent
man!” cried Dauvert; yet some of his
relations began to think that the late
Duke had been too charitable. The
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furniture was divided between the stew-
ard and the housekeeper, which drew
down upon those individuals not the
most pleasant looks from the two old
ladies, whom we lately mentioned. The
library was bequeathed to one of his
Grace’s secretaries, the pictures to ano-.
ther. ¢« Diable!” cried one of his rela-
tions, ¢ this is'.rather too much.”

, ¢ At this rate we ourselves shall have
nothing,” said a second.

“There are only three more articles
to read,” observed the notary. .

“Then maKe haste and let us hear
them,” cried M. Darbolin.

'The notary Iooked agaifi at the paper,
and proceeded to read: “In gratitude
for the attentions which Madame Dau-
vert has bestowed upon me, during my
illness, I request that she will accept a
ring of the value of three thousand
francs.” Here Dauvert, who *had alter-
nately turned red and pale during the
reading of the former articles, thought

D5
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proper to hold his handkerchief to his

face. The notary continued : « I,give

and bequeath to each and every ome of
my relations, male or female, and of
whatever degree of consanguinity, with-

out any distinction—"”

« «Well2”

¢ What 2 **

« What does he give us?”

The notary proceeded,—*“a ring of
the value of a thousand francs.” Here
a general murmur of indignation burst
from all the company; and some were
not*even sparing of their' abuse. « The
mean old curmudgeon !” exclaimed one.
«“J will not accept his paltry ring,”
cricd another. One lady fanned herself
tremcndously ; another had recourse to
her salts.

At length the Viscount Darbolm
called out to the notary : « Proceed, Sn', '
—the last article.” :

¢ Here it is,” said the notary, dnd
" went on reading ; “ I name and appoint
as my résiduary legatee—"
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« Here we have it.”

P | was sure how it would be.”

« “ Well, I shall not wear mourning.”

“I have put it on, but shall lay it
aside again directly.”

The notary continued : I name and
appoint as my residuary legatee, on con-.
dition of his discharging all the prece-
dmg legacies—

« Well, who is it ?”

“Oh! no doubt but the very civil
gentleman there.”

“ Yes, I suppose Ms Dauvett.”

“ No,” said® the notary, “it is M.
George Dercy.”

“George ! ” exclaimed Dauvert, al-
most chokedeby his feelings.

«“ George Bercy!” cried every one
else; «“ And who pray may this George
Dercy be!”

'The notary pointed him out with his
hand. .

“ Yes, gentlemen,”’said George, rising
from his corner, and advancing into the
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middle of the room, “I am the person
named.”

The whole company, with the excep-
tion of Dauvert, pushed away their
chairs in extreme ill-humour; and for
several minutes all was confusion; at
length the notary was able to make him-
self heard, when he said to George,
“ You doubtless accept of the legacy that
is left you ? »’

‘ A moment if you please,” returned
he ; then added, ¢it is necessary that I
should reflect.” -

“.Reflect !-—Can he be possibly in his
senses !”

¢“Oh! leave him alone: don’t you
see that ’'tis mere affectation and gri-
mace ; but we are not o be so de-
ceived.” -

“Aye, aye, he thinks to pass himself
off for a very disinterested gentleman.”

“ The ‘testament is nul] and void,”

_cried the Viscount, *and I shall get it
set aside.”
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All the relations now left the
room, when Dauvert, advancing towards
George, said in a tremulous ‘and faltering
voice, while the cold drops of perspi-
ration stood on his forehead, and his
face was deadly pale, Recewe my
congratulations, M. Dercy, on youg
good fortune.”
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- CHAP. V.

R cm

DIVERSITY OF OPINIONS RESPECTING
GEORGE.

‘WHILST, in bestowing a new accession
of wealth on our hero, fortujie seemed as
if determined to heap her favours on one,
who was so little solicitous to obtain them,
the ungrateful goddess showed herself
deaf to the prayers of two of her most
constant worshippers—Doctor Saint Fir-
min and M. La Moriniére. Their shares
in the inheritance of the Ex.Jesuit daily
diminished, and melted, if weemay so say,
in their hands. M. Saint Firmin always
acted the man of importance; and al-e
though full of plots himself, was perpe-
- tually the dupe of those of other peaple,
swho led him to embark ir schemes
- more pompous than lucrative. His ex-
travagancies, his love of pleasure and
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play, and his gambling speculations on
'Change, had reduced La Moriniére to a
still lower ebb than the Doctor: and
then too, as if he had not already debts
enough of his own, he had always some
of his hopeful son’s to pay, or else to
settle, by means of his purse, some scrape
or other in which the Captain’s quarrel-
some spirit li:d involved him, either at
Paris o1 1n his garrison. As for Dupré,
he was very rich, or rather had a great
deal of money ; for can a man be said to
be rich when he knows not how to enjoy
what he possesses ? .

The report of George’s being left the
Duke’s residuary legatee was not long in
reaching the ears of his relations. La
Moriniére and Dupré hurried directly to
his house ; but not meeting with him at
bome they proceeded to the Doctor's,
whese they found Madame Saint Firmin
alone, as her husband, equally anzious to
see his nephew, was gone to call upon
him. They hardly knew how to credit
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this astonishing piece of news, till the
Doctor, coming in shortly after, voughed
for the truth of it. ‘

« But how has he contrived,” said
Madame, “ to induce this old Duke, with
whom he seemed to keep up no acquaint-
ance whatever, to leave him the bulk of
his property 2" .

“ Treat him like a simpleton now!”
cried La Moriniére; “ or do you think
that he has now shown himself sufficiently
cunping ? "'

“Oh! ’tis a sly fellow after all!”
obsesved the Doctdr, somewhat en-
viously ; * every thing that he engages
in is sure to succeed, whilst I, who al-
ways act openly and candidly—" Then
all of a sudden, changing his tone, and
thinking, perhaps, to profit by hise
nephew's good fortune, he added, * how-
ever, I am really delighted that it has
happened s0; George has always been
kind and obliging.”

* « Such a very excellent relation,” add-
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ed Madame, casting a significant glance
at Dupré; « he is not like some persons
I could name.”

% 'Tis very true,” said La Moriniére,
casting in his turn a still more significant
look at the quondam attorney; * George ,
is not a niserly fellow, who would let his

relations die wihout having the humamty'
to assist them.”

Dupré, leaning back in an arm—chalr,
and absorbed in his own reflections, had
hitherto been silent: « Well, good folks,”
said he, suddenmly rising from his seat,
¢ you first of all accuse George of being
crafty and sly ; then you commend his
readiness to serve his relations ; but you
do not perceive the danger that I do;
I fear very much that he will turn out to
be,the same simpleton he has ever been

s hitherto, and will be such.a blockhead as,
to refuse this legacy.”

¢ What!” cried La Moriniére, “ and
do you imagine that people refuse such *
things as these?” ' '
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<« He is capable of doing it : he is Just
the kind of character to compassionate
the relatives of the Duke, and to imagine
that it would be a sin to inherit a fortune
at their expense.”

“ Ah! geod heavens!” eried Madame
Saint Firmin, ¢ you do not say so?”

o I would venture to bet any thing
that he will reject the legacy; nay, that
he has rejected it already.”

And the Doctor, calling to mind all
the vexations that his nephew’s delicacy
and scrupulousness, had, from time to
time, occasioned him, participated in
Dupré’s apprehensions.

At this instant George hmade his ap-
pearance ; for having been informed that
his uncle had been to call upon him, he
now came to see what was the reason of
his visit. All rose on his entrance, ahd -
saluted him with great warmth, felicitae
ting him on his great good luck.

' Would you believe it,” said his uncle;
¢ there are some people who wager that
you will refuse this noble legacy?”
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“Thenthosepersons,”returned George,
“ e they whosoever they may, deceive
themselves very much. I have requested

" tdbe allowed toconsider howI should act;

I have reflected, and I shall accept it.”

At this, an agreeable smile lighted up ,
the countenances of all present. The
ci-devant attorr ey more especially seemed
overjoyed. ¢ 1 must own toryou,” said
he, ¢ that what I had heard of your re-
jecting this property had filled me witha
little alarm, but now I am quite easy
again. I am anxious, too, my dear cogsin,
that you should enjoy this new fortupe
without any trouble to yourself; and I
promise to manage it for you with as
much care and conscientiousness as I do
your present property,”

“J] am really much obliged to you,”

. réturned George, ¢ but I want no agent

to mafage this new fortune for me. I
even intend to take into my own hands
that which I have hitherto committed -
to your care.”
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« Oh! just as you please,” cried Du.
pré, quite confounded. '

"The congratulations of his other rcla-
tions became now more lively; and
the ex-lawyer’s mortification seemed only
to increase their good humour.

¢« An ungrateful fellow!” muttered
Dupré; “one can never have a moment’s
satisfactior with such a°’man;” and he
soon after departed.

George too did not remain long after
him, pleading, as his excuse, the multipli.
city of business in which ¢his first acces-
sion of property involved him.,

¢« Well,” cried La Moriniére, after he
was gone; “ was I not right? ounly see
how knowing he is become ! ”

“ To say the truth,” said the Doctor,
“ he is not such a very great blockhead ;
and besides, he has an excellent heart.”®

¢ But, efter all,” they continually re-
peated, “ how did he possibly contrive to

« stand so high in favour with the Duke!”
The very same day both the Doctor
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and La Moriniére saw George again; and
both of them, although each proceeded
in a diflerent manner, made the same
request, namely, that he would lend them
money. He had often before assisted
them, but this time he absolutely refused. -

¢ How fortune hardens the heart!”
said Saint Fifmin.

“ He is g-owing as great a niggard
as Dupré,” observed La Morinicre.

The relftions of the Duke spared
neither comptdints nor menaces towards
Dercy; antl tht public, or rather those
idle persons whom we term the public,
were divided in their opinions with re-
gard to this wnexpected disposal of the
late Minister’s property. That class of
people who are always struck with the
merits of those who either are, or become
' nch suddenly discovered in M. Dercy a
number of roble and .shmmg qualities,
now that his fortune was on the point of
being doubled. A still greater number
of persons, tormented by envy, amd always
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looking upon whatever happens to the
advantage of another as an injury to-
wards themselves, blamed the will ; and
not a few, who would have gladly accepted
such a legacy, and on such terms, pre-
tended to be quite rigorists and jansen-
ists in point of morality, and raised an
outcry against George, déclaring that it
was absolutely scandalous that he should
thus supplant the lawful heirs.

It was more particularly in the circles
of Madame Dubrocard at this ultra-
morality and delicacy wa$ affected ; and
the sarcasms and cutting reflections
thrown out against Dercy seemed in-
tended to consolg the fam#ly for the dis-
appuintment they-had experienced in the
person of the amiable M. Dauvert. This
latter gentleman affected to defend,
George’s conduct, only that he, might’
the more securely censureit. ¢ Every
one,” said he, * is at liberty to follow his
own inclinations. The Duke had the
right to‘bequeath his property to whom
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he pleased; and my friend Dercy has
npw Yhe right to accept it. Persons of
nobler and more generous spirit would,
pérhaps, have conceived it to be their
duty to have refused such a legacy:
George has chosen to act otherwise, but
is he therefore to be reproached as if
guilty of a crime ?

These .avoblé sentiments of M. Du-
brocard’s suva-in-law obtained great
praise, and the commendations bestowed
on them were in some degree a con-
solation to the family. Victoritiesaid
nothing, but she was grieved at the
censures passcd upon George's conduct.
She had patiently endured to hear him
treated as one ignorant of men and
the world ; but she could not so patiently
endure to hear him reproached with
- being mercenary and void of delicacy.-
And she was too the more grieved be-
cause she was compelled to acknowledge
to herself that there did appear to be
some foundation for these oensureg
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She believed, as Dauvert had remarked,
that George had not been guilty df any
crime or any dishonesty ; yet how little
did his conduct on the present occasion
appear to partake of that generosity
which hitherto she had always fancied
she bad discovered in all Dercy’s ac-
tions! What was becon.e of that noble
and high-minded integrity of which till
now she had ever considered him to be
an example?

The spring wgs now returned; and
thg very day before the. reading of the
will took place, Dharville, always eager
after variety and novelty in his amuse-
ments, had set out for the seat which
his father had in the vicinity of Havre.
He had however, before he went, called
upon George, when he said, « This is
doubly good news for me; you arc
legatee, vand Dauvert is_ not.” The
Dubiocards were again at their resi-

‘dence out of town, where on his first
visit te them Dercy found a great deal
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of company, and was received with
gredt attention. Yet it was not long
before certain ironical expressions found
their way into the compliments that
were paid him, to which he replied with
an easy indifference: what gave hine
most pain was the cold and reserved
behaviour of* Victorine, in which it was
impossible ‘of him not to perceive that
she was very dissatisfied with him. A
walk was proposed in the garden, and .
this time chance #favoured George:
Victorine hadsseparated from the rest of
the company, and, without appearing
to solicit her to walk with him, or to
seek her ous, he contrived to meet her
in a retired part of the garden, where,
finding they werc free from all interrup-
tion, he said, “ When I am certain,
Mudemoiselle, of the purity of my own
intentionSythe opinion of the world is
indifferent to me; mnot so, however,,
your esteem, which is what I am of all
VOL. I E
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things on the carth the most anxious to
obtain, It is this anxiety to seture
your good opinion that induces me to
confide to you an important secref,
which, you will perceive, it is highly
«necessary should be for cver deposited
in your own bosom. Recad this letter of
the late Duke of * > *, which I reccived
" the very day on which®the will was
read, and which was among a large
bundle of other papers.”
" Without venturing to look at Dercy,
Victorine took the lettes with a trem-
bling hand and rcad as follows :

« M. Dercy—If T rejected your ser-
vices, it was because I could not over-
come your delicate scruples of con-
science. You resisted my offers when ygu
were poor and uuprovided for; and after
you becalne rich you werp-€qually in.
accessible to the lures of ambition.
"ow, therefo rethat Iam on the point
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of making my last will, it is to youl«
and Yo you alone that I wish to confide
myself. I am not called upon to do
any thing for my collateral relations, as
they are all rich already, and most of
them so through me: but I have a son«
of whose existence my family are en-
tirely ignorarft. It happens very un-
fortunately that the proofs .of his being
my son are so equivocal that the law gives
him no right to my property, and at
the same time it is not in my pawer to
dispose of it in*his favour. His mqsher,
the unhappy victim of my passions,
poor and without credit, and destitute
of any influcave cither from her rank
in society or her character, would be
utterly unable to resist any manaauvrgs.
or legal institutions against her, on the
pa:rt of _ny relations. I want, therefore,
a man of"?mbity, firmness, and discre-
tion in whom I can confide: that man
is yourself. And it is because I think
E 2
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that you possess all these qualities that
I make you my residuary legatee. °
The Duke of ¥ * *
Paris,
18th April, 18% + >

On perusing the first lines of this
epistle, Victorine had beén visibly affec-
ted, but when she came to the end she
could no longer iestrain her tears,
which flowed in abundance. ¢ Ah' M.
George,” said she, “1 see it all—no
other explanation is -necessary—Oh'!
how unjustly have T behaved towards
you'-—1 have bcen able to conceive
that you were mcrcenarye ungencrous!
yes, you'—lIlow well did the Duke

+ know your character! Yes, you will
- fully justify the confidence he has.‘re-
posed in you.”

« I ani very happy in beigg™able to say

" that I have already partially done so. Hav-
.iug read over the documents agcompany-
zing the letter, I found that his Grace's ap-



MAN OF INTEGRITY. i

prehensions were well founded; and I
have therefore not hesitated to accept the
property.  Although I was once myself
for a few months in an attorney’s office,
I am little acquainted with our civil
laws, but I have not wished to consult~»
them, fearing that I might meet with
something thit might alter my determi-
Jation T hove learnt that this son, who
i; forcman m one of the principal manu-
factorics at St. Quentin, has been in
town for some days; and I have now
seen him. 1le*is a young man of a mild,
unassuming, ingenuous disposition, well-
educated, and a pcrsoaof generous sen-
timents. I am already interested—very
much interested in him, for he seems to
live only for his mother, who has a
sister with a large family; and Francis
Leclercq, for such is the young man’s
name, wonld willingly assist eall his
mother’s relations. We have already,
made all our arrangements: the Duke’s
fortune is entirely personal, andin cash,
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he having just sold his last estats. As
soon as the money comes into my hand,
I shall purchase an’estate for Leclercq,
near Besangon, where he intends to
eatablish a manufactory; for we have
<found that it will not be proper for him
to reiain where he has been known in
such very different circumstances, as it
would probably give rise to many idle
suspicions. With what pleasure shall I
learn that he makes a good use of a
fortune of which Isshall have been only
the depository for a short 'time!"” o
Victorine had listened to Dercy
with emotion arig, delight, and without
taking her eyes from him%; and when
he had ceased speaking, she said:
“ Now, indeed, I see that generosity
and delicacy which I expected to mewt.
with in you ; and all those virtyes that
have wen my esteem—my ¢ftire affec-
tion.”
" «Your entire affection,” cried George
in.a transport of joy! “ Oh! repeat onee
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more those ecstatic sounds—sounds that
8ll my whole soul with rapture !

Ile was kneeling at her feet, and
pressed one of her handls to his lips; when
frightened at his impetuoys-behaviour,
and at the avowal that had just escaped,
Ler, Victorine intreated, him 'to rise.
« I wished,” «4id she, “to conceal for ever
within my own breast the sentiments wi
‘which you have msplred me; but Tam
frank, M. Dercy, and, since I have not
been able to restrain an avowal, probably
very indiscreet on my part, I wil] not
now endeavour to recal it. Yes, you
have long since had my esteem, my most
tender esteem—yet why should I make
this declaration toyou? We shall never
be united.”
< ¢ What do you say?”

“You are wealthy, and 1 have . fo-
thipg P

¢ What an idea is this, and what an
opinion must you entertain of me, if you
imagine.that fortune—"
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“1 intreat you not to interrupt, but
listen to me ; consider what is both your
situation in life and my own : you would
bestow on me a thousand advantages, and
what could I bring you in return? I,
a poor orphan, without a single friend,
excepting my first guardian, an old man,
whose infirmities and seclusion from the
yorld have prevented his keeping me
any longer under his roof:—1I, who find
myself almost a stranger in this family
where I reside. Both your fortune and
your abilities call upon you to play a
brilliant part in the world: would you
then act conformably to this destiny if
you were to unite yourself toc me? No;
you must form an alliance that will
connect you with a family of conse-
quence ; and’ I—I shall be happy—ves
happy,” added she with a sigh, ¢in
seeing the ‘man whom I shgaid have
preferred to any other in the whole
world, enjoying the estecm of all ranks,
and the well-earned gratitude of his
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fellow-creatures. Do not tell me that my

scnup]es are carried to a ridiculous, ex-

cess; one day you will acknowledge the

justness of my sentiments : as to myself,

I do not spcak lightly, but have long and

maturely reflected upon what I now say.

If, therefore, you desiregnot to distress ‘
mé, de not any more spcak to me of
vour love.”

* «“ What! wucver speak to you of the

passion I feel for you; when so much

candour, dnsmtcrestedness, and gene- -

rosity, only add to its force!”

He then vowed that he would never
ceasc to love her; accused her of cruelty
and tyranny; and intreated her to abjure
the fatal resolution she had made. Dut
they were now obliged to break off their
conversation, as the company approached
tirem. Daring his ride back to town,
Dercy wa:ggitated with the most con-
flicting feelings; for while he was in
rapturc at the avowal Victorine hard

ES5
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made, he was beyond measure distressed
at her refusing to bestow upon him her
hand: but he still hoped to be able to
overcome her resistance to his wishes.
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CHAP. VI.

e

A CONTRIVANCE.

.Twice afterwards did George renew
his entreaties :to Victorine, but without
any better .ccess. Even the multipli-
city of business in which the interests of
Leclercq involved him, served but in a
very small degree to divert his thoughts
from this subject. ¢ By what means,”
said he, ¢ can I liope to overcome these
repeated denials? ‘What! have I more
than once been able to invent expedients
to serve my friends, or even indifferent
persons, and shall I not be able now to
find any, when I want to employ them
for myself? Yet what do I say, is it my
owan hapF:‘ness alone that 1s now at
stake? No; the avowal that I have
heard from her own lips assures me that
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Victorine participates my love, and that
if we are separated, she will be unhappy
—a thousand times less so than my-
self; but still unhappy. No; for her
own sake it i3 necessary that she should
yield to my solicitations!” This idea
‘now took ‘complete possession of him—
riamely, that Victorine’s peace of mind
absolutely required that she should be-
come his. In reflecting upon the dis-..
closures that Madame Deschamps had
made to him, relative to her pupil’s
family, a scheme sttuck him, the success
of which appcared to him quite certain ;
and a few minutes’ reflection determined
him to adopt it. He, therefore planned
at oncc how he should proceed; and,
having first made some calls that were
indispcnsable, he immediately left Paris,
and set cut for the village where M,
Belmont, Vnctorme s great ui cle, resided.
Almost at the very momefi{ that he
was stepping into the carriage that was
to take him there, he received a formal
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notice on the part of the Viscount Dar-
boliy, and the other relatives of the
Duke, informing him that on grounds of
nullity which would afterwards be
brought forward, he was summoned to
render up the property which he inhe-
rited as residuary legatee. This com-
mencement of proceedings against him
he considered only as the effects of ill-
advised enmity, and having put the affair
into the hands of his solicitor, who was
of opinion that there was no reason for
apprehension on his *parte he thought
only of his journey, and of Victorine.
The evening of the following day he
reached the parsonage house, and was
shown into a small and meanly furnished
room, where he saw sitting in an arm-
chair, a paialytic old man, who was in
the last extremity of decrepitude, so
much so, that he appeared more like a°
dead than a living man, seeming scai cely
to be able to breathe; yet the expres-
sion of his countenance was placid and
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agreeable. Dercy introduced himself,
and in the most respectful mapner
begged pardon for intruding on him.
The venerable old man rising from hig
seat with difficulty, and casting on
George an affectionate look, said, * You
-are not entirely unknown tome, M. Dercy.
You are, I believe, a frequent visitor
at my niece’s, Madame Dubrocard? ”
Having received a reply in the affirma-
tive, he continued, ¢ my great-niece, my
dear Victorine Lorsay who lives with
M. Dubrocard, has often mentioned you
in her letters to me, and always in terms
of the highest regard. She cntertains a
great esteem for you, and although the
dear child is yet very young, I can rely
on her judgment and her excellent
heart : her intelligence is far superior to
her years.” b

“ She has then spoke to you of me ?”
enquired George, whose hedft fluttered
with joy at this intelligence, which ap-
peared to him a most favourable ogem
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¢ Your niece,” continued he to M. Bel-
mon? “is exceedingly kind ; she judges
of me, I fear, too favourably!” Then
launching out in an animated tone in
praises of Victorine, he said,  Ah! Sir,
how could you prevail on yourself to
part with such am angelic creature ?*

*“Your quegtion, Sir, calls to my re-
collection ona of thé most painful and
distressing events of my life,”” said the
old man; and then after a short pause
he proceeded to make inquiries after
every individual of thé family.

George furnished him with all thie in-
formation it was in his power to give;
and he then returned to the subject of
Victorine.

«“She was a charming, interesting
little creature,” said the venerable Curé,
“at the time when circumstances com-
pelled her to leave her poor, old uncle,
Dear child ! she was most affectionately
attached to me, and when she departed
from hence I was nearly heart-broken
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Shall I speak candidly with you, M.
Dercy—yes, your countenance, the fone
of your voice, and the character I have
received of you from my niece, all assurc
me that I may unbosom myself to you
without reserve, The only affliction that
*T feel it difficult to endure with resigna-
tion, is the apprehension I feel that my
amiable, my excellent Victorine, does
not meet with all those attentions, and
all affection to which she is so justly
entitled. Not that shc makes any com-
plaint to me, but in cxpressing her
gratitude towards her aunt, there is a
want of that touching warmth in which
a hcait of such sensibility as hers would
gladly indulge, and which would assure
me of her happincss.”

“ Your surmises are but too true, I
will not conceal the truth from you—your
amiable niece, who is hezself‘ all sweet-
ness and aﬁ’ectxon, does not find among
her relations the tenderness of her former
protector; and I deeply regret that such
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is the case. Believe me, I would not
distreds you by acquainting you with it ;
but I trust that Mademoiselle Lorsay
may yet become happy ; and” continued
he, fixing his eyes on the floor, * it is on
this very account that I am come
hither.” *

The old ma's attention was greatly
excited by these words: “Go on,” said
he, I am lmpatlent to hear what you
have to propose.”

George now ingenuqusly related his
attachment to Victorine, and the excess
of delicacy that had induced her to
reject the offer of his hand.

« She rejects you, then,” said the good
Curé, after a pause of some moments:
¢ if such be the case, I pity ‘you, for
I know my niece well: on these points
her character resembles that of her
mother. Since she is persuaded that
she cannot accept your offer without
subjecting herself to suspicion and re-
proach, I would not have yow hope,
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that you can change her resolution.
No; you must renounce all idea of it.2s

“ Renounce her! that is impossible.
~—Our destiny, Sir, is in your hands 3 |
can point out the means of overcoming,
or rather deceiving the dear girl’s scru-
ples. But these means—it depends
upon you alone to employ' them.”

« Speak then with confidence. I feel
my cnd approaching ; and if, before I
quit this life, I can secure the happiness
of one so dear to me, believe me I shall
die content.” .

“Deign to listen then to me with
attention: Mademoiselle Lorsay’s re-
fusal arises entirely from her not being -
possessed of any fortune. Now from
what I have been informed by Madame
Deschamps, your niece’s excellent
gouvernante, the worthy M. Lersay her
father, cbnfided 2 short time previous
to his death—that is now about sixteen
years ago, all his property, twenty thou~
saml francs, to a friend of his, a M.
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Kervon, the captain of the L'Orient
privateer ; of whom nothing has since
been heard, so that very probably he
has been lost at sea. Let us now sup-
pose him to be alive, and to return
home after an absence of sixteen years,
and to biing back to our dear Victorine
both the principal and interest of what
he borrowed of her father. Now might
not twenty thousand francs employed
during so many years on such a specu-
lation, where there are so many lucky
hits to be made-=may they not,I say,have
realized two hundred thousand francs?
This honest captain would,on landing
sat Havre, have hastened here to you
as being the great-uncle and the guar-
dian of his deceased friend’s only child,
agd would have paid into your hands
these two hundred thousand francs in
good bills; after which he wduld have
immediately set sail again on a fresh
voyage. My dear and respectable Sir,
let me conjure you by the welfare of
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the lovely gil, whose interest you
have so much at heait, to realize all that
I have been just supposing. Persuade
yourself that it has actually happened
as I have related, or rather, let us make
your niece believe that it has. T will
put the money into your hands, and xou
will afterwards pay it to her. It will
not be a very large fortune, but it wil]
be such a one that Mademoiselle Lorsay
can have no longer any pretext for
withholding from me her hand. The
secret will remain for evér buried in our
bosoms; and you will have the satis-
faction of having secured the felicity
both of your niece and myself.”

The old man was visibly affected by
this proposal. “ You deserve to be
happy,” said he, “and I too shgu]ld
-most gladly confide to you my niece’s
destiny ; *but what you propose to me,
M. Dercy, would be a falsehood.”

George was for a moment greatly
astonishked at this reply, but, recovering
himself, he endeavoured by all the ar-



MAN OF INTLGRITY. 93

guments, he cpuld bring forward, to
convince the old Curé, at the same time
painting in lively colours the despair
ifito which a refusal would plunge him,
and again conjuring him, as he valued
his Victorine’s happiness and peace of ,
mind, to yicld to his cntreaties.

“Not for the world,” said the old
man, ‘ not eveh to save her life, would
T advauce  falschood.” And on Dercy’s
redoubling his prayers and entreaties,
he placed his hand ypon a bible that
was on the table, and 1aising his ecyes to
heaven, said, ¢ It is written : thou shalt
not lie.”

Quite ovewhelmed by so positive a
denial, George scarcely listened to what
M. Belmont said to him by way of con-
solation. In vain did the Curé endeavour
to tranquillize him ; in vainl did he ask,
him to stay; convinced that noarguments
could pievail upon the old man to alte:
his determination, he begged not to be
detained, and departed in the utmgst
affliction. But, instead of rcturning to
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Paris, he proceeded to, the neighbour-
hood of Havre, close by the cofst .of
Ingouville, to the place where Dharville
was gone to enjoy the first arrival of
spring.
During this short journey, Victorine’s
*lover was buried in the most sorrowful
reflections. “JIlave I then,” said he,
¢ no hope remaining of ever enjoying
happiness in this world? Even the vir-
tues of my fellow-creaturcs scem to con-
spirc against me.” When he arrived at
Dharville’s seat, he found him at table
along with a numerous company of
visitors, consisting of neighbouring
country gentlemen of his own age, of
merchants, and of ncarly all the actors of
the Havre theatre, there being no per-
formance there that evening. Whilst
. as gmbassador at a foreign court she
Marquis csupported with dignity the
fatigues of etiquette, his son was en-
joying himself' in a round of pleasures
and amusements at this delightful seat ;
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did honour to his Excellency’s cellars;
gave \splendid dinners to every one
around him, and made love to all the
solme Cauchoises. What a difference
between the humble parsonage that
George had just left, and the gay and
brilliant residence where he now was.
On hearing ® his friend’s name an-
nounced, Dharville, both dclighted and
surprized, rose hastily from the table, and,
having embraced him, said, turning to his
guests,“ Permit me,ladies and gentlemen,
to present to you my best and most inti-
mate friend, M. Dercy, quite a philoso-
pher, at your service ; but still he has so
many amiable qualities that T overlook
and pardon his philosophy, and love him
as if he was such another rattle-brained
fellow as myself.—Here, let a knife and
fork e laid this instant for M. Dercy.
We were in want of you, Georg&; and I
hope that you will now give me a week,
a fortnight, or even a month of your
company. You cannot conceive how
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much pleasure I promisc myself at having
you here among us at my father’s éeat.”

In the midst of the general joy and
gaiety of the company, the Count eXa-
mined his friend with a lively interest,
and was shocked to perccive that he was
pale and out of spirits: he himsclf be-
came more grave, and ndlonger laughed,
except in a forced mantfer, and as if out
complaisance to his company, and to do
the honours of the entertainment.

As soon as they rose from table, Dhar-
ville left his other guests, either to walk
or to go to play, or to amuse themselves
in whatever manner they chose; while
he took George to the further end of the
garden. ¢ In the name of heaven, my
good fellow,” said he, “ what has hap-
pened to you!? ? you are so much altered
that you alarm me.”

Entreating his pardon for not having
communicated the secret to him before,
George owned that he had a serious at-

. tachment.
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¢« Oh!* cried Dharville, “ I might have
gueézed as much by your melancholy
visage; but all my fears are now removed
—I really imagined that some misfortune
had happened to you. Youknow'I have
myself been in the same predicament
twenty tlmes, and have yet always com-
pletely recovered Why, even now—for
_you must know that I have always some
attachment on my hands, though, thank
heaven, my love-fits take no effect either
on my spirits or my health,—that pretty
brunette whont you sat by at table—she
is the first singer at the Havre theatre,
and I am in love with her absolutely to
distraction. Come, let us hear :—is it
of the rigour or of the infidelity of your
mistress that you have to complain?
We will, in either case, soo, make you
forget it among us.”

George was very painfully hlirt at this,
levity from the Count, and at the tone in
which it was uttered.  Even my best
friend,” said he, ¢ even Dharville himself

vor. Iir. F
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does not understand me; but, on the
eontrary, distresses me: to whom /then
shall I turn for comfort ? ” ]

Taking him affectionately by the hand,
the Count exclaimed: ¢ George, I sin-
cerely intreat you to pardon me: it was
the farthest from my thoughts to occasion
you any distress. Confound my giddy,
rattling tongue, that runs away with me
in this manner before I am aware of it.
As if I ought not to know perfectly well
that what causes only a light impression
on such a wild fellow as myself, must
make a profound and durable impres-
sion upon a man of your character, and
one so accustomed to reflection. What
merely amuses me, creates an intense
interest in you; and that which is
mere trifling to me, is a serious affajr
to yourself. Yet, relate to me the
cause of ‘your distress ;—believe, I am
warthy of the confidence I solicit; if
not from the gravity of my’ cha-
racter, at least- from the warmth and
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sincerity of my-affection. I am not at all
offenMed with you for not having un-
bosomed yourself to me before now ; nor
do I niow ask you to do so, except that
I may offer you whatever service and con-
solation may be in my power.”

Lhese expressions of sincere friendship
poured balm mto the wounded bosom of
.our nero. He communicated to his
friend the whole story of his attachment
to Victorine; to which the Count
listened with increasmmg interest; and
when he had fihished, congratulated him
upon having gained the affections of so
truly amiable a girl as Mademoiselle
Lorsay. Notwithstanding his gaiety and
love of the world, Dharville entertained
none of those foolish prejudices which
would forbid a man in his frignd’s sphere
of life from marrying a woman without
either title or fortune; and hé therefore
sincerely pitied Dercy when he heard
that Victorine refused to consent to their
union out of a sentiment.of exaggerated

. F2
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delicacy, but onc which served to render
her still more worthy of admiration. ®Vhen
George finished his recital by informing
him how the old Curé had refused’ to be
accessary to a falsehood in order to pro-
mote the union of the two lovers, Dhar-
ville was in great wrath against M. Rel-
mont. In his opinion such a scruple was ex-
cessively puerile and ridiculous, and was
carried to a fanatical excess of virtue and
piety, that put him quite out of patience.
“ Do not blame this venerable old
man,” cried Dercy; * however I may
grieve at his refusal, it does not render
me unjust. I saw how much it cost him
to make the sacrifice that duty requires
of him. His rigid virtue has destroyed
my only hope of happiness, but let us not
therefore speak of him with disrespect.”
« Folly! nonsensical prejudiceg! I
myself can see as well as he, how a man
ought to act in-such a delicate and critical
point. Is it dot our first duty-'—_that
which is paramount to all others, to con-
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tribute as far as.it is in our power to the
happipess of those around y%! But this
old priest, excellent as he may be in every
other respect, violates this first of social
duties, out of regard to that which com-
mands us not to swerve from truth. But, .
I say, give me falschood, when it can be
of service to Worthy people, and injure
no oue besides. Yet stay, stay,” cried

" he, seizing with one hand that of George,
and striking his forehead with the other ;
“ What a lucky thought !”

“ What is it?” asked Dercy, in a tone
of impatient joy; * my dear friend, let
me hear it at once.” -

¢ Well, know then—But, no, no; it
will never do—And yet—have you the
money by you that you intended to be-
stow on Victorine? *’

“ Yes, before I left Paris 1 obtained -
the whole sum; and I have® got forty
thousand francs in bankrnotes, in this
pocRet-book, which I would have had
M. Belmont take.”
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“ Very well; then the most difficult
part of the *business is got over# the
money is found. There will be a thou-
sand ways of getting her to accept it,
on whom you are so anxious to force it.
Trust me with the pocket-book; and let
me airange my ideas clearly, before I
communicate them to you: To-morrow
I will inform you what they are, Inthe
meanwhile let us return to the company,
who will be impatient at our long ab-
sence; and beguile the tediousness of
this evening by chatting with our pretty
actresses.”

Dharville and his friend now returned
to the drawing-room, where they found
all the company collected : some were
playing at écarté, bouillotte, or billiards ;
others were amusing themselves with mu-
sic, or engaged in conversation. Notwith-
standing the hopes of success with regard
to which his friend seemed so sanguine,
George found it impossible to asshme
cheerfulness, or take any part in the
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general gaicty that prevailed around
himy and he therefore retired as soon as
decency would permit.

On waking the following morning, he
was informed that the Count had set out
on a journey, in the course of the night; ,
and a billet was put into his hands '
couched in these térms ;

“ My pear FRIEND-~The plan I have
contrived for you is a most admirable one, .
and sure of succeedipg. But I bave de-
termined upan accomplishing it at once,
without waiting to acquaint yon with it ;
for you are really such a good, simple
creature, that you would start a thou-
sand objections. I am going to set out
directly for Paris; do you follow me
within a few hours. I have got your
' forty thousand francs, and as soon as
you reach town you shall learn what an
excellent purpose I am now going to
put them to.”
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Quite astonished, and upable to divine
what it could be that his friend intepded
to do, and agitated between a variety of
hopes and fears, Dercy set off almost’
directly for the capital.
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CHAP. VIL

DHMARVILLE’S GIDDINESS—DERCY’S$
SIMPLICITY.

¢ Victory ' wictory!” exclaimed Dhar-
ville, as soon as he saw his friend : ¢ She
is yours—your own—you may now show
yourself wherever you please, for she
believes that she has a fortune of two
hundred thousand francs.”

«Is it possible? and dare I venture to
trust my ears? How have you managed
it? what have you been doing

¢ What have I been doing ?—Miracles!
my dear fellow; miracles!" The instant
4 got here, I dispatched a servant to M.
Dubrocard’s with a note requesting an
interview immediately, on business of’
importance to his family, particualarly’to
his niece, Mademoiselle Lorsay : and I

)
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was soon afterwards with them.—Indeed,
George, but your Victorine is a /most
charming and amiable creature !—Well,
T lost no time in coming to the point.
I informed them that I was just arrived
from Normandy, which you know was
~ the fact: that I had been to call upon
the worthy M. Belmont, ‘whom I had
found in the greatest joy at an event
that would contribute materially to the -
happiness of his dear niece, having the
very evening before seen an old friend of
her father’s, Captain Kervon, of the
POrient privateer, who had informed
him, that the twenty thousand francs,
invested sixteen years ago, in that vessel,
had produced two hundred thousand :
in short, I related them the whole history
just as you yourself told it to me ; which,
by the bye, i an admirably well contrived
one. The worthy Curé, I added, having
heard that it was my intention to go to
‘Paris the next day, had requested me to
be the beater of this joyful intelligence,
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and at the same time to place in his
niege’s hands Yorty thousand francs, and
say ‘that she should soon receive the
sremainder. I then took the notes out of
the pocket-book, in corroboration of
the truth of what I had said; for how
is it possible to question the truth df a'
mian’s story,«when he backs it by giving
up such verytangible proofs of his sin-
cerity? You should have seen the astonish»
ment of everyone of them, particularlythe
Receiver-General! Vexation and envy
were plainly discoverable through their
affected joy and sensibility. But Vic-
torine! Oh! how charming! how inte-
resting did she look, when she heard this
intelligence. She looked down, blushed,
and endeavoured to appear indifferent at
receiving this extraordinarynews; and yet
"1 could perceive that she was not at all
sorry at this sudden accessiop of fortune
—you understand why? Ah! Dercy,
but you are to be envied! As for my-
self, I told my tale with such an air of
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easy gravity that it was absolutely im-
possible to doubt the truth of it : egpe-
cially when I showed the forty thouSand
francs. I do really believe that in dip-
lomatic talent, I should not be much
“behind my good father himself And
“theh I drew such an affecting portrait of
the venerable Curé,—said-that he was
quite worn down by age and infirmity,
and yet in excellent spirits, in conse-
quertce of the good fortune of his dear
Victorine. I even gave them word for
word all that he had said, not forgetting
to throw in every now and then some
text from the Bible, just as if I had
heard them from his own mouth. Nor
did I omit to add some reflections of my
own, which, to say the truth, did me
great credit. While all the time the
Dubrocard’s ooked !—Oh! you shodid *
have seen them! However, to cut my
story short, I presented the pocket-book
to Mademoiselle Lorsay, who, receiving
it inth most winning grace, put it into her
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uncle’s hands. To say the truth, George,
your, mistress is such an angelic captivat-
ing cleature, that I should feel tempted to
become your rival myself, were I not
your confidant. I counted over the
notes, I saw them counted over again by
M. Dubrocard ; and here is his receipt.”

During the whole of* this speech,
George had been in the utmost uneasi-
ness. “ Whuy!” cried he, as soon as his
triend had ceased; ‘“have you dared
then to deccive her—to make use of the
name of the worthy Curé? »

«“ And why the deuce not? I have no
foolish scruples of the kind; Dbesides,
what have I done more than what you
yourself proposed to the timid old
man

¢ Yes; but then it was with the hope
that he would approve of ‘it; that he
would second me; but on thescontrary,
he blamed me, and would not heai of it
at all.” ..

“Well ; well;” replied Dharvillg,
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“the thing is now done, and 'tis to no
purpose to try to undo it again., All
that now remains is for you to‘finish
what I have thus commenced. Take
my advice, and do not lose an instant in
seeing Mademoiselle Lorsay and her
family.”

« After all, since your 'stratagem has
so far succeeded, there can be no harm
in my carrying it on.—Yes; I will go
directly.”

Although not sorry that Victorine was
thus put in possession of the money, his
conscience reproached him for having
had recourse to deceit; and he alter-
nately thanked and found faule with
Dharville for what he had done: at
length he made up his mind, and drove
off to M. Dubrocard’s country-house.

On findifig the drawing-room full'df
companyshe felt rather embarrassed ; nor
was his embarrassment at all diminished
when he understood on what occasion
they were assembled. The news of
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Victorine’s sudden accession of fortune
had soon spread abroad, and instantly
almo!t all M. Dubrocard’s acquaintance
*hurried to pay their congratulations and
compliments to the young orphan whom
before they could never see, or at least
could see sit quite solitary in a corner’
of her aunt's drawing-room without
offering to notice her. But now those
who had bewore been most distant and
haughty towards her, were the first
to pay their homage. Victorine was not
banished as formerly to a distant part of
the room, but was seated between her
aunt and cousin; the latter of whom
seemed in raptures. “ How happy I am
now!” cried she at every compliment
paid to Mademoiselle Lorsay. It gives
me the sincerest pleasure in the world,”
said M. Dauvert, “that the dear girl is
now placed in a sphere to which she is
entitled by her admirable qualities! I
am quite in raptures,” said he to Dercy,
shaking him by the hand, as if the
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Duke’s will was no longer a weight at
his heart: ¢ Fortune seems to smile
upon all those dear friends in whos€ wel-
fare I feel so greatly interested.” George
at length recovered from the surprise into
which he had been thrown, and paid his
respects to Mademoiselle Lorsay with
tolerable composure. °

After some time the cémpany began
to sit down to cards; and Victorine,
wearied with the formal compliments
that had been paid, and to the ceremony
to which she had been obliged to submit,
begged her aunt to excuse her, and pro-
ceeded to the garden to indulge in her
own reflections. - George saw her quit the
room with Madame Deschamps; and a
few minutes afterwards, taking care not
to be observed, he slipped out of the
drawing-rooth, and followed her to the
same soli¢ary walk, where a few days
before he had revealed to her the secret
connected with the Duke’s disposal of
hig property. ¢ Mademoiselle,” said he,
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“ will you give me leave to say that those
obstacles which your delicacy before
threw Yo the way of my happiness are
nbw removed.” The countenance of the
lovely girl expressed a joy that she could
not, nor attempted to, conceal. Madame
Deschamps seated herself on a bench,
and the two lovers walked on.
¢ It was Lere on this very spot, M.
" Dercy,” replied Victorine, “that you
confided to me an action that raises you
" greatly in my esteem, and that exposes
you to the censyres of the world ; it was
here that I learnt, to its full extent, the
nobleness of your character, and the
delicacy and generosity of your senti-
ments: now, therefore, that by happy
) and unexpected circumstances I find
myself mistress of a fortune—I do not
say equal to yours, but ‘at least as
much as I desire—I give you pgrmission
to ask my hand of M. Dubrocard.”
This declaration, as affectionate as it
. was candid, ought to have overwhelmed
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George with transport ; yet, with what
confusion did the praises he received
from Victorine, fill him! Enteriaining
an innate horror of falsehood, and blush-
ing to think that he was indebted for this
consent from her whom he adored,
only to a stratagem on his part,
Dercy had the simplicity io acquaint her
with the whole affair; ielated his pro-
posal to M. Belmont, and how it had '
been rejected by the worthy Curé ; and
the bold and imprudent manner in
which his friend Dharville had afterwards
acted.

“ Ah! gracious heaven!” cried Vic.
torine, * then this fortune is not mine !~
it comes from you—you force it upon
me, and by means of a falsehood t00 !~
It is you,who, notwithstanding the refusal
of M. Belmont, have lent yourself to.this
trick !—What shame, what disgrace for
me when this is known to the world !l
Where shall I conceal myself }—How
ghall I act ?s-In whom shall I confide ?==



MAN OF INTEGRITY. 115

O! my dear and venerable gnardiam; you
alone could direct me in this perplexity,
and you are far from me!—and your
fiame has been used to authorize this
stratagem !~-ah ! and you too I shall soon
lose—I shall soon have to weep over
your death.” George here endeavoured to
tranquillize hér, and besought her par-
don. ¢ Leavt me—avoid my sight,”
said she, I reject your fatal present—I
reject too your hand.”” She turned pale,
her eyes rolled wildly, and she seemed
about to faint, when Madame Deschamps
approached; and Victorine, leaning upon
her arm, immediately quitted the garden,
and hurried to her apartment.

Dercy returned to town almost in a
state of madness: he sought® for Dhar-
ville every where, without being able to
find him; and at length ‘went home
quite exhausted with fatigue. o This is
the first time in my life,” said he, ¢ that
I have had recourse to falsehood on my
own account, and how soon bave I had
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occasion to repent it' I am cruelly
punished for my error.” Then having
charged Joseph to go ea:ly the next morn-
ing to M. Dubrocard’s, and to contrive
to see Madame Deschamps, and in-
quire at what time he could have an
terview with her, he retired, but not to
rest ;—for what a night of'uneasiness did
he pass! ’

The next day the morning was wear.
ing fast away, but brought back no
Joseph ; and Dercy, no longer able to
controul his impatience, was on the point
of setting gut himself, when his servant
returned. But what were his feelings
when he learnt that the gouvernante and
her young charge had both left M. Du-
brocard’s erly the preceding evening.

“ How!” exclaimed George;  is she
gone away ?” .

“ Yes, ¢ir, and in a very mysterious
manner ; no one of the servants knew
any thing of their departure. They say
thgt the young lady wrote to her uncle;
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and it is very certain that M. Dubrocard
enterad his lady’s department in evident
uneasiness, with a letter in his hand;
that he scnt away the femme-de-chambre,
and they remained a long time together.
They afterwards sent off an expresy to
town for their agent, who came, and after
having been closetted a couple of hours
with them, returned again in great
haste to Paris What is beyond all doubt,
is, that Mademoiselle Victorine is noH
longer at M. Dubrocard’s ; and that no
one knows where she is goune.”

“But I can guess—Yes, I am quite
ccrtain of it. Quick, fuick, my good
Joseph, and let me have horses and a
post-chaise directly—I must set out this
very instant. Yes,” continued he, while
his servants weie busy in executing his
commands, “’tis at St. Romain that I
shall find her. It is beneath the roof of
the vencrable Curé, her uncle, that she
has sought an asylum. The good old
man has some regard for me ;—he will
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be touched by my penitence—he will
assist me. O! my dear Victoripe! I
confess that I have becn greatly to
blame, but will you therefore be inflex-
ible towardsme? Had I been less
fondly attached to you, I should have
reflected better : had I entertained less
horror of falsehood, I should have left
you in the mistake under which you
were. Was it not your refusal that at
length compelled me to confide in my
thoughtless, imprudent friend? O! for-
tune, how little reason *have I to be
grateful to you!—wherefoream I not
poor? Victorine would then be mine.”
Just as he was on the point of setting
out on his journcy, Dharville entered,
quite out of breath: ¢« Oh! confound
it,” exclaimgd he, ¢ this is quite a new
vexation that I have to complain of.
HithertoS have always been plagued to
find money: but I have this morning
been tormented by a devil of a man,
who has been absolutcly compelling
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me to take it,—~M. Dubrocard’s agent.
He hag returned me the forty thousand
francs, with a very laconic nofe from
the Receiver-General, wherein he in-
forms me that the whole plot is dis-
covered. I refused to take it back—
became quite in a passion, and left the
fellow on purpose to come hither to
you—Good God! what can have hap-
pened to overturn our plan?”

¢ Ah! my friend, my dear Dharville,
I do not blame—I do.not mean to ac-
cuse you, but°what mischief have you
not done me! She knows every thing—
I have told her every thing—all is lost.
She is gone away, and I am now going
to endeavour to find her.—Yes, she is
gone to the good Curé, her venerable
yncle. Adieu, my friend; embrace me.
Heaven grant that she may listen to my
persuasions!” So saying, Detty threw
himself into his post-chaise; and the
horses set off at a gallop. Dharville
«was quite confounded, ¢I had ma.
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naged every thing so cleverly,” said he,
“and now he has becn spoiling all»  Ah!
my poor friend, you are too candld——
much too sincere ever to succeed in this
world of ours.”

During his journey Dercy was tor-
mented by a thousand disquieting ap-
prebensions. The one that disturbed
him most was that he should be mis-
taken as to the place of Victorine’s re-
treat. But no, he was not mistaken,
for she had indeed left M. Dubrocard’s
for the purposc of seeking a refuge be-
neath the roof of her venerable relation.
She arrived at St. Romain six hours
before Dercy ; but alas! it was only to
witness the affliction that overwhelmed
all the inhabitants of the village, who
had just been paying the last duties fo
their revered pastor; and she was thus
deprived*of the consolation of receiving
his last sighs. The unhappy girl fell
into a deep melancholy; from which
guddenly rousing herself, after a short
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time, and collecting all her energies,
she agked Madame Deschamps if she
woull} consent to follow her. The old
“gouvernante replied that she would never
desert her dear young mistress. When
George reached the village Victorine
had just lefi it, mor could any one
inform him which road she had taken.
This was a thunderbolt for our hero!
¢ Whither is she gone?” cried he:
¢ where shall I now seek her?” He
then dispatched his trusty Joseph to
Havre, and ‘another messenger to
Dieppe: but he was still irresolute

what route he Hmself should take. It
was in vain that\}e once more repeated
all the questions‘'he had before put to
the people of the village. With what
ippatience did heawait the return of
his cmissaries! Two days had already
elapsed without bringing hint®any ti-
dings of the lovely fugitive.  Should he
return to Paris, or -proceed further?
but in what direction should he pro*

VOL. IIL G )
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ceed ?’—It was now that.he abandoned
himself to complete melancholy, land
determined, should hc not be able [to
discover Victorine, to quit the world
altogether, and live in completc soli-
tude.

On the third day he received a letter
from Dharville, that compelled him to
quit St. Romain without waiting any
longer for the intelligence he was so
anxious to obtain ; for duty and honour
summoned him to.Paris.



MAN OF INTEGRITY. 123

CHAP. VIII,

——

PLOTS AND DANGERS.

Durine thefe two journeys into Nor-
mandy, and whilst he was entirely ac-
cupied with Victorine, plots of the most
nefarious kind had been formed against

" Dercy. '

From the very moment that Dauvert’
had met with his old school-fellow, with
what ardour had he laid hold of him,
surrounded him with his snares, and
deccived him by a false show of fiiend-
shlp' But had he wished then to in-
jure another? No, he had merely Deen
anxious to serve his own end3 ; and had
made use of George only as a gool with
which to work out his own fortune.
Yet ever since an object that he had
had so greatly at heart had escaped him,

G2
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and had thrown itself, if we may so say,
in the way of George, without his seek-
ing it,—sinee the Duke of * ** had
named the latter his residuary legatee, it
was no longer only the desire of elevat-
ing or enriching himself that animated
Dauvert, but pure enmity, and what we
do not scruple to term a gratuitious ma-
lignity without any view of intcrest ;—
a spirit of vindictiveness, and a strong
desire to injure a man who, he thought,
had emiched hirgself at his espence:
deplorable effect, or rather deplorable
petversion of vile passions which dege-
nerate fiom the love of one’s-self into
the hatred of one’s neighbour.

As soor as they had been informed
of the manner in which the Duke had
disposed of his property, his relations
had felt a great desire to get thes will
set asidc ?  But how was this to be ac-
complished ? They had taken the opi-
nion of legal men; and had beén en-
oouraged to proceed in the attempt only



MAN OF INTCGRITY. 125

by those unprincipled practitioners who
are justly scorned by the rest of the
profession ; who are regarded with ab-
horrence by all men of common honesty,
and employed only by those who are as
unprincipled as themselves; and who
never fail to find substantial grounds for
commencing gn action, whatever be the
business on which they are consulted ;
and unifornly advise their clients to
go to law. These relations found a
powerful auxiliary in® the envious, vin-
dictive Dauvert, who was now trans-
formed from an intrigning into a malig-
nant man. He who for several months
past had been manceuvring to become
legatee, and to supplant the heirs, now
endeavoured to wrest the property from
sthe legatee and to transfer it to the
latter. He did not, howevera carry on
his machinations openly, for he would
have blushed to show himsclf as the
enemy of the man from whom he had
received so many good offices. He held
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thercforc many private und confidential
conferences with the Viscount Dar))olin,
who had formerly been as furious a
Jacobin, as he was now a furious Ultra,
and who had always been eager to
engage in law-suits, and subtle and
determined in carrying .them on. ‘At
all these conferences was an old atter-
ney, formerly a Procureur at the Chi-
telet, a man to whom chicanery was
his proper element, out of which he
could not breathe ; and who was mere
attached to his profession as a means of
gratifying his passions for litigation,
than as a source of profit; and was ab-
solutely in raptures whenever he could
put into practice some new stroke in his
profession.

In order fo gain his ends it wa$ ne«
cessary that Dauvert should confeds
both to “the Viscount and the old
lawyer, all his little artifices towards
the Duke during his illness. <« Yet I
was far from wishing,” said he, “to
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deprive the legal heirs of their rights;
but I‘ did conceive that I might look to
~receive a handsome legacy, and it was
in this view—which cannot justly be
blamed by any one, that my wife and
myself bestowed those constant atten-
tiens which have been malignant]y
termed a besnegmg his grace.” « e
« Ah! you are a pretty rascal!” cried
Darbolin, Lalf angrily, half pleasantly,
“So, you too were trying to wrong us?
—however, no matter. Since neither
you nor myself, nor any of the other
relations have got any thing, we may as
well be friends, and unite in order to
revenge ourselves, and to endeavour to
catch something if we can.”
In the confessions which Dauvert
« now thought proper to make to his
.accomplices, he mentioned, that one
day after the Duke had beee’some time
confined by his illness his Grace said that
he had a duty to fulfil, a debt that he
wished to discharge, and that there he
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suddenly stopped ; but that this obscr-
vation had not been thrown away upon
a man of so much shiewdness as him-
self; in consequence of which he had
replied : ¢ Then your Grace ought to
confide yourself to some fiiend on whose
honour you can rely for the discharge
of this duty.” To this the Duke had
made no reply. was silent for a few
minutes, and then turned the conver-
sation to some other subject. Since
that nobleman’s dececase, and when he
found ghat Dercy was left residuary
legatec, ‘Ihe had frequently, he said,
thought, ‘of this conversation, and he
remembered that the very next day the
Duke had sent for the notary and made
his will,

I have it,” said the old lawyer, rising |
hastily from his seat; I see now hew
the whole matter stands. What a
sudden light now breaks in upon me!
Do you know the meaning of a Fidei-
comynissum, or holding in trust for ano-
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ther party? The code defines it in the
clearest manner ; yes,” said he, suddenly
turnidg over the Cing Codes that was
‘laying on his desk, “here we have it:
Art. 396. ¢Substitutions arc cxpressly
prohibited : all disposition of property
by.which the donee. the inheritor, ot
the legatce, is to hold such property for,
and in trust for another, shall be null
and void, cvcn with regard to any such
donee, nheritor, or legatee.’”

“I conceived as much,” replied Dau-
vert, in cvident perplexity.

““ Now,” continued the lawyer,  the
case is plain cnough. 'The Duke in-
formed M. Dauvert that he had a duty
to fulfil; and M. Dauvert hinted that it
was proper that he should confide him-
self to some honourable and trust-worthy
person, which advice, it secms, he re-
flected upon, and the next day sent for
his notary. Now. is it not probable, or
rather, is it not evident, that the Duke
named M. George Dercy, as his residti-

G5
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ary legatce, considering him—although
they were then on no very good terms,
as more a man of probity, and more to
be depended upon than the said M.
Dauvert ? I do not mean to offend, but
merely to-state what I conceive to have
been the opinion of the deceased noble-
man.”

¢ Confusion scize it,” cried Dauvert,
“and can it then be possible that T who
have hitherto always managed this Dercy
to serve my owr purposes, and found
my own account in his disintercstedness
—is it possible, that in this last and most
important point of all, I should, by my
insinuations, have turned affairs to his
advantage and my own prejudice ?”
"« Exactly s0,” said the malicious Jaw-
yer; “there is no doubt but that, while
you intended to give a hint in your own
favour, $vu put the Duke in mind of
‘this M. Dercy.”

Darbolin said nothing, but he silently
enjoyed Dauvert’s rage and mortifiga-
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tion. “Yes, yes, I remember now per-
fectly well,” continued Dauvert, * that
even» while the Duke availed himself of
that submission and docility on my part,
which obtained me his favour, he used
to rally mc sometimes without mercy,
and that he could never refuse esteeming
this poor cteature, Dercy, whose ex-
treme delicacy and inflexible integrity
obtained for him the forfeiture of his
Grace’s favour, and the loss of his
place.” .

¢ And then,” interrupted the lawyer,
“when the Duke found that he was
going to die, and that he would no
longer be any thing either in the State,
or even in this world, he thought that
he was most likely to find the probity
and honour that he was seeking for, in
the man whom he had slighted, than in
the assiduous, submissive, pliant crea-
tures, whose services he had deigned
to make use of during his life; dont
imagine that I wish to hurt your feelipgs,
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M. Dauvert, but this is no time to mince
the matter with you; you will, therefore,
excuse my plain speaking. Graiting
such to have been the case,” added he,
raising his voice, “does it not become
more than probable that—is it not cvi-
dent, that the bulk of the prope:ty has
been left to this George Dercy, only to be
held by him in trust for another party,
to whom, from some circumstances or
other, the Duke was hindered from be-
queathing it dircctly ? Now this is what
constitutes what we lawyers term a real
JSider-commission which is strictlyforbidden
by the Roman law, by the ancient legal
usages of Paris, and also by the new code,
as I have just proved to you, by quoting
the arficle on the subject.”

“ Consequently,” cried the Viscount,
“ the testament becomes null and vaeid,
and we lxawe sufficient grounds for carry-
ing the matter into a court of j justice.”

“Even so,” ciied the attorney : * but
in whose favour is this fidei commission ?
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This is a point which we must know,
and which it will be indispensable for us
to prawe : for on what shall we be able
*to found our action, if we have not a
proof, something wearing the appearance
of a proof, or some allegation to bring
forward. 'We must herc have something
more than nlere conjecture; for we
shall have to dv with scrupulous magis-
trates who re Jaid the execution of such
a trust as a meciit, and who would
thercfore, apply the law against it with
regret.” .

It was then determined on between
thesc three worthies, that they should
go and attempt to discover some clue so
as to get into the track of the busigess;
either in carefully examining all the
actxons of the Duke’s life, in order to see
whether there was any one to whom he
might be under particular ophigations,
or in watching over George’s conduct
to find out whether he should transfer
the property to another. All their in-
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quiries, however, led to nothing, for they
could gain no satisfactory information
relative to the Duke’s private actions;
and Dercy had been so circumspect
rclative to his conferences with that
nobleman’s son, that these investigators
neither discovercd nor even suspected
any thing of the truth.

Not being able thereforé to substantiate
a jidei-commission, or allege any grounds
for supposing that there was onc, the
Viscount, his adviser the old lawyers
and the rest of the Duke’s relations,
resolved to try to set aside that part of
the will relative to the residuary-legatee-
ship, on the score of unfair influence on
the part of the legatee; intending to
avail themselves of any circumstances
that might arise in the course of the pro-
ceedings to alter the form and pldn of
their attack. The old solicitor undertook
upon himself to prove the numerous ma-
nceuvres employed by George, for the
purpose of influencing and seducing the
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testator; forhe adopted the doctrineof'the
Judge who, proud of his ability in finding
_culprils guilty, said, « Bring me two lines
written by the honestest man that ever
cxisted, and I will engage that they shall
be sufficient to hang him.” He talked of
instituting an jnvestigation into the will,
and seeing what could be done by com-
plaisant witnesses. The only time that
George had seen the Duke since he had
been dismissed by him, was on the day
of Dauvert’s marriages and then he had
not spoken td him; yet what did this
signify, if people could be found whe
would come forward and swear that he
had spoken to him, that he had seen him
at other times, and that very frequantly ?
This would, at least, create much noise ;
«the legatec would be terrified, and, in
order to avoid further attacks on his
character, would probably gife up his
claim. To these proposals the Viscount
assented with a smile of approbation ;
but Dauvert was, at first, alarmed wien
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he found how far it wasintended to push
things against Dercy; yet he was now
launched in the business, it was tbo late
to think of receding, and his hatred and
envy soon silenced his remorse.

It was then that the Duke's relations,
with M, Darbolin at their head, had com-
menced their attacks. Subsequently to
the summons that had beensent to George
just as he was on the point of setting out
for St. Romain, many other papers had
been addressed tochim. Intent only on
“finding Victorine, relying*upon his inno-
cencg, and conceiving that the procced-
ings against him were too preposterous
ever to succeed, he bad contented him-
self with leaving the business entirely to
his solicitor, athd to a clever counsel,
recommended to him by the former,
The relations had indirectly made offers
of acconmtmodation that were rejected;
but they employed other means by which
they hoped to attain their object.

sI'he issue of a suit intended to set
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aside a will on thg grounds of illegal and
undue influence employed on the part of
the leghtee, depends very considerably
on the good or bad character of the party
accused of having employed captation
against the testator. George’s conduct
was such as ought to have obtained for,
him the best of characters, but he was
unfortunately ofie of that small class of
mankind who .hink more of their con-
science than of their reputation. And-
“although, with the exception of Darbolin,’
and the other relatives of the Duke, and
his worthy friend Dauvert, he had no
positive cnemies, there are always at
Paris a number of persons disposed to
enjoy any misfortune that may happen to
any one and even to contribute to it. By
hjs behaviour at the recent elections he
had offended all parties, and disadvan-
tageous reports and prejudices egan to
be excited against him. He was already
rich, and was now become more so by
this new accession of property, so far the
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world was ready to flatter and court him;
but then his scrupulousness on all mat-
ters of conscience, that was considered as
being carried to a ridiculous excess, and
his extraordinary probity gave mortal
offence to all those who thought that
such integrity was a tacit reproach on
their own laxity of principle; and these,
it%ill readily be conceived, were a very
formidable majority. Dauvert, who had
now overcome the repugnance he at first
felt, and entered into the plans of the
heirs-at-law, omitted no opportunity of
creating unfavourable feelings towards
Dercy. He conceived that one of
the surest ways of getting a man
decried by the public was to have him
decried by his own family ; for when our
own relations and friends—those who a-e
bound to us by the ties of blood, accuse
us, instead of taking our part, what is to
hinder the public, to whom we are quite
indifferent, from giving credit to the
accusations alleged against us. It was
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with these views ¢hat the worthy Dauvert
went to find out one of our hero’s
cousind, M, Dupré, who was also his man
of business.

Dupré was quite irritated against
George ever since the latter had an-
nouanced to himp his intention of taking
the maragement of his property out of
his hands; so that he was in the best
disposition that could be for Dauvert’s

, views. 'That amiable individual assigned
as the reason of this visit-the interest he
felt in George'?affairs. ¢ This business
of the will,” said he, * may turn out very
much to the prejudice of my good friend
Dercy, more especially as the sums he is
in the habit of expending in private, and
the debts he is known to have contracted,
eause him to be looked upon as a spend-
thrift. I have not wished,’.’ continued
he,  to say a word on thig sulyjéct either
to his other cousin, or to his uncle, for are
not they quite as thoughtless and impro-
vident as himself? Itis only to a-pru-
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dent and discreet person like yourself,
my good sir, that I conceive I can speak
on such a subject and communi€ate the
apprehensions I entertain without incur-
ring ridicule.” Dupré scemed to feel all
the force of the compliment implied.
¢ Would it not be possjble,” continued
Dauvert, < to save both the reputation
and the fortune of your relative? for they
are both at stake.”

«“ As to his reputation,” replied the,
other,  that I censider as already lost;
and, with tegard to his foftune, I certainly
consider it in a very perilods situation
if he has the management of it.”

“ Would it not be possible then, for
you to retain the management of it in
your own hands? Not that I advise you
to take out an act of lunacy againsthim."

These last words produced an instan-
taneous™ad almost magical cffect upon
the person to whom they were addressed.
¢ And wherefore not,” cried he suddenly,
¢ there is many a person put under a
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statute of lunacy, who deserve it much
less than George Dercy.” And then, as
familiarowith the code as the Viscount’s
6ld lawyer, he quoted: ¢ ‘Any person no
longes in his minority or nonage, yet of
unsound mind, affected with continual
mental weakness, imbecility, or insanity,
is to be put under a statute of lunacy.’—
Insane 7—no, he is not to be sure exactly
what is teru.ed insane, but then the
poor fellow has always been half an
"idiot—yes, even from hig very birth.”
. . od
When he perocived with what eager-
ness M. Dupré had laid hold of the hint
just thrown out by him, and that he was
prepared to act upon it, Dauvert felt
another twinge of conscience, but this
" was as soon quicted as the former one had
been. Irom a feeling of false shame, the
shame of acknowledging an’ error, and
that weakness, unfortunately §do com-
mon, that hinders us from yielding to
our Detter impulses, and also from
hatred and envy towards Dercy, he made
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no objection to this nefarious proposal,
nor said a syllable to dissuade him from it.

< In fact,” said Dupré, ¢ if the question
was only to obtain a statute of lunacy,
both my uncle and my cousin La Mori-
niére would deserve one as well as
George. But it is the latter that we
must begin with; besides, neither of the
others has now hardly any thing left; of
what use, therefore, can it be to interpose
in their behalf? DBut this poor fellow
George !—and 'tig for his interest, not for’
our own, that we proceed thus against
him. I do not know whether we shall
succeed; however, we can but try—and
the two others, 1 am quite sure, will
asgsist us, as far as in their power.”

These two others, in fact, had never
forgiven George for having refused tp
lend them money; and the Doctdr
had, nfbgeover, much to complain of
with respeet to the clections. Neither
of them, therefore, it was probable
would object to enter into Dupré’s views
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whenever he should speak to them
on the subject. That very same day,
they heard of the manner in which
George had been endeavouring to make
Victorine believe, that she had a fortune
of two hundred thousand francs; and
Dupré then recollected that Dercy had
applied to him" for money, and that he
had probably obtained it elsewhere, to
discharge the play-debts that his friend
Dharville had contracted at Aix-la-Cha-
belle. « At any rate,” said he, “I will
prepare a petition to have Geox’g'gs
affairs put under a commission of lunacy.
There can be no doubt of his being
insanc: what more proof of it is re-
quired? Here does this thoughtless,
; extravagant fellow go and lend to a man
ag extravagant as himself, two hundred
louis ; and, as if this was not énough, he
has the madness to insist upopea girl’s
“accepting from him two hundred, three
hundred thousand francs !”

We thus see that our hero was fallen
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into the clutches of two worthies of the
law, of the true harpy breed,—the old
solicitor, and the ci-devant attorney.
The former, who was the guide and
adviser of the Duke’s relations, attacked
him out of mercenary motives; while
his cousin, anxious to retain the agmi-
ninistration of his prope‘rty in his own
hands, joined with the rest of his family
to institute legal proceedings against
him as a person of unsound mind : the
one would prosgcute him as a crafty
knave who had defrauded the legal
heirs of the deceased minister; the
other would have him treated as a man
of such weak intellect that he was ut-
terly unfit to be trusted with the care
of his fortune. Some of our readers
will peghaps recollect the anecdote of
the man who was accused before twd
differens ¢ribunals, on totally opposite
grounds. In one court a woman
brought a suit of affiliation against him
far an illegitimate child, in another his
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wife sought to be divorced from him on
the plea of insufficiency. This being
the casq, he thought that he could defend
‘himself exceedingly well agaiust both
charges by playing off the one against
the other; but he was, notwithstanding,
nonsuited in both instances. Dercy was
in pretty ncarly such a situation as this
good man, being attacked at the same
instant by two very contradictory accu-
sations. His relations did not deny
*that he was mercenary, nor did the
other party deny that he was eXtra-
vagant; and both agreed in one respect
—namely, that he was mercenary in
order to be prodigal: without with-
drawing the charge against him of being
a man of unsound intellect, they accused
him of having unfairly taken advantage
of the Duke’s weakness ; tey accused
him of attachment to play, and ofsquan-
denng away his money. .

The clamours of the heirs-at-law, the
murmurs of a number of people insti-

VOL, III. H
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gated by them, and the complaints of
his own relations, had excited a powerful
feeling against Derc¢y in the, public
mind: he was malignantly attacked
and calumniated by all the scandal-
mongers,destroyers of character,and idle
tale-bearers in the capltal Many para-
graphs full of bitter personality had
already appeared against him in some
of those journals which offer to the
Moloch part of the public the sacrifice
of living reputatjons, and the seribblers '
in which hire out their.assassin pens to
any of those good Christians who are
desirous of stabbing the character of a
neighbour.  These papers abuse any
body or every body,it matters not whom,
so that they be but paid for their nefa-
rious work, and can pamper the de-
praved appetite of their readers, - for
scandaiv

The manner in which Victorine had
disappeared, and the sudden absence of
George immediately afterwards, had
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opened a fresh field for malicious con-
Jecture 3 8 thousand various reports
were saon in circulation, in which Vie-
torine was not spared any more than
Dercy. It was confidently affirmed that
she was gone off with him ; other reports
stated that George had forcibly carried
her away; and some of those- good
people who or such occasions give the
1ein to their imaginations, were per-
fectly au fait as to the most minute
“particulars~—had seen sgme one who had
secn the: parties step into a carhage
together,—could describe the young
lady’s dress, and knew all those other'
minute details which are so particularly
interesting to the public in similar sta-
ries. M. Dubrocard, his wife, and Ma-
dame Dauvert, who had not forgotten
that George had slighted Her hand, all
represented Victorine as in ungrateful
girl whom they abandoned to her, un-
happy fate ; and of whom they wished
to hear no more: at other times they
HZ2
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talked of proceeding legally against
George. Threatened on one harfd with
a statute of lunacy, on the otherrwith an
inquiry to prove that he had illegally
and nefariously induced the Duke to
appoint him his heir to the exclusion of
that nobleman’s relatives, he might,
had but M. Dubrocard had some adviser
or agent as ingenious as the other two
worthies of the law, have had a suit of
abduction instituted against him.

In the midst of all these perlls, and’
the- numerous foes drawn up in array
against him, he had ore friend—Dhar-
ville, who, seriously alarmed by what he
hecard, wrote to Dercy to request him
to return to Paris immediately.
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CHAP. IX.

——

LAW PROCLEDINGS.

"THE pressing anid ambiguous terms in
which Dharville’s letter was couched,
added to the uistress which George had
Jefore felt in consequence of his igmo-
rance of the place of Victorine’s retreay.
Instead of drivihg to his owii house, he
ordered the postillion to proceed di-
rectly to that of his friend, whom he
found then 'reading a statement or
Memorre against him that had been just
published by one of the relatives of the
Duke.

This bulky pamphlet was a dreadfully
violent libel, a tissue of baselqss"Suppo-
sitions and coarse calumnies, in which
George was represenied as a crafty
mercenary hypocrite who had stuck 4t
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nothing in order to defraud the rightful
heirs of the Duke’s property. © The
security of families, it was said, abso-
lutely required that a stop should be
put to such abuses. On the other hand,
in favour of the relations, thcre was an
abundance of fine sentimental writing,
rhetorical flourishes, eloquently-turned
periods, and all that pothp of common-
place morality, often destitute of sense,
but always high-flown and sonorous—
wlnch has long been so successfully em-
ployed in ‘the pulpit, «at the bar, in
journals and novels, and which our
pleaders never fail to employ when-
ever they have a bad causc to defend.
It was in romantic language—for this
language has now found its way even
into our courts of law—that George wa-
denounced ° as an unprincipled wretth
who i defrauded others of their just
rights; and the poor heirs-at-law, espe-
cially the amiable Viscount, were held
up to public sympathy as so many
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saints, victims, and martyrs. This pub-
lication ‘had been distributed at coffee-
housesyp reading-rooms, and at the en-
"trances and lobbies of the different
theatres, and sent to every one of
George’s acquaintance; yet after all,
this, was but a mere prelude—a signal
for attack, which was threatened in the
shape of a sécond, or even 3 third,
pamphlet.

At the sight of Dercy, Dharville ex-
perienced a variety of gontrary feelings:
he hastened te welcome him bacK, and
felt as if relieved by his return, while
he at the same time was alarmed on his
account at the mass of calumny and
enmity that had been raised up against
him. Ile spoke to him of the libellous
Statement we have just noticed, and yet,
fearful of distressing him, he’did not wish
that he should notice if. “ Frorder
that I may be able to reply to it, is it
not necessary that I should first read it?”
inquired George, who, as it not unfre.
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quently happens in such cases, bgcame
tranquil when he found that his friend
was more agitated and distressesd than
himself. He ran over the ¢ Statement’
of Facts,’ and then very composedly
said : “In the midst of all this abuse
and declamation, I see nothing but alle-
gations and falsehoods impossible to
be proved.”

“Still the world,” replied Dharville,
“ will credit it all. You cannot conceive
how prejudlced the public mind is
agtinist you; and what distresses me be-
yond measure is, that no one will listen
to what I have to ‘advance in your de-
fence. When I begin to plead your cause,
and to vow that my friend Dercy is a
man of the strictest probity and the
nicest honour, ¢ This is all very well;’
they reply,*.with a smile expressn"b
of maliee agamst you, and of a compas-’
sion towards me—¢ This is all very well ;
we know perfectly what a good-natured
cagy fellow you are, Dharville: but
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you are too unthinking not to be im-
posed upon by the parade of fine senti-
ments and virtuous appearances.’ Your
.conduct is not such as to induce us to
give implicit credit to all that you choose
to believe!” Ah! my friend, I am now
severely punished for my past levity and
indiscretion. What a lesson is this for
me! Mad I followed your advice, and
becn less wild and foolish, my testimony
in your favour would have some weight.”
. George, who had appeared to Dhar-
ville to be but little concerned at his
own dangers, was affected at the self-
reproaches of his fiiend. Thanking him
for the interest he took in his welfare,
and then coming to things of more per-
sonal moment to himself, he said, * Of
what importance to me is the opinion
‘of the world? The testimony of my
own conscience, your esteem, 32(1 Vicw
torine's love, these arc enough to satisfy
all my wishes. But alas! she avoids
me—flies from me.”
HS5
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“ But what,” said Dharville, “if even
Victorine herself, she to whom yol are
so fondly attached, should not be spared
by calumny? He then proceeded to .
acquaint him with the rcports to which
his.absence, and the young lady’s flight,
had given rise. On hearing this intelli-
gence, the unfortunate Dercy was com.-
pletely overwhelmed.

*“What! how! she too—she who is
all purity and virtue! who deserves the
good word of every one—is not even she
safe finm the malignant censures of the
world > Do those vile vermin dare to
pollute with their filthy venom so fair
and tender a flower? Was it not then
enough for me to have to weep her loss ?
Oh! dear and unfortunate Victorine, into
what an abyss of misery has your exces-
sive delicacy plunged both me and yous.*
self1” .

“aa

“I conjure you, Dercy,” said the
Count, « that, if not for your own sake,
that for hers, and for mine—for your dear
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Victorine, and for your friend, you will
dettnd yourself against these calumnies’
—will defend her whom you so tenderly
love. » Prove in the face of all the world,
that probity which animates you, which
is so honourable to you, and which
renders me proud of calling you my
friend.”

cWes, I wxll defend her,” cried George,
startingfromthe state of despairinto which
he had been thrown. ¢ Because I am one
who has shown himself regardless of all
that constitutes the ambition of the great
mass of mankind, they imagine that they
may attack and trample upon me with
impunity, that they may attack even
her whom I love :—they are, however,
deccived. But, in order to defend her,
it is necessary that I should exculpate
myselt from the charges brought against
me ; it is necessary that m§ voice should
be heard, which can odly be“dhe by
my not suffering myself to be run down
by spch vile calumnious outcries as those
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which have been set up ugainst me.
I will reply, and reply victoriously, to
the statement put forth by my adver-
saries !”

Somewhat encouraged by this decisive
energy on the part of his friend, Dhar.
ville urged him to take directly the legal
advice of counsel as to the mcasures he
ought to pursue. To this proposal Detrcy
acceded at once,,and without going
home to change his travelling dress, he
hastened with Dharville to an advocate.

This advocate was as noted in the
profession for his probity and excellent
character, as for hislegal knowledge and
ability. He .reccived George politely,
but yct with a coolness and reserve that
formed a striking contrast with the
warmth with which Dharville began to
speak, without farther introduction, of'
the calumnie¢ propagated against Dercy
Zof thesimporfance of losing no time in
replying to them ; and of proving to the
world, the integrity, sincerity, and4dis-
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sinterestedness of his fiiend. At the word

¢ disinterestedne.ss,’ the barrister could
hardly repress a smile, which, although
not olserved by the Count, did not
“escape the notice of George.

“ My task,” said the barrister, is to
prove that the will of the Duke is per-
fect]y valid. This it will be very casy
for me to do in a Memoire—a short state-
ment of about four or five pages, that
can be rcady to-morrow. As to the rest,
it remains with M. Dercy to prove that
the imputations allcgegl against hlm are
frivolous and vexatious.”

“To prove it ” ciied Dhanille, with
some vehemence; ‘“we can both of us
furnish you with proofs. Do you then
publish your Aemoire to-morrow; and
since our gdversaries threaten us with
.a second statement of facts, we too can
give out that what we now do is only
preparatory to a fuller® Justlﬁultlon,
which will place the innacefice of my
friend beyond the least shadow of doubt ;
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and will cover his calummiators with-
confusion.” /

Dharville and George then took their
leave of the counsellor, who lived in the
neighbourhood of the Place Véndome3;
and Dhaiville, who now thought only of
his friend, parted from him in order to
callupontwentydifferent personsof hisac-
quaintance, for the purposeof counteract-
ing the effect of the calumnfious statement
that had gone forth ; to inform them that
it would be replied to forthwith ; to speak
wgrml‘y in Dercy’s favour ; and, ifneces.
sary, to challenge whoever should cast
any imputation on his honour, George,
being thus left alone, crossed the gardens
of the Tuilleries.

It was an exceedingly fine spring
morning, and the walks below the terrace
of the Rue de Rivoli were crowded with,,
company. In walking along Georg%
could ot help reflecting upon the cool.
ness with which the advocate had treated
him, and the significant manner in which
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he had smiled when Dharville uttered
the word ‘ disinterestedness ;° and he felt
that this respectable lawyer, whilst he
was convinced of the validity of the will,
entertained no very flattering opinien of
the legatee, or in other words he con-
sidered the cause to be more defensible
than his client. Hitherto Dercy had
frequently expressed his disregard of
popular opiaion, but he now felt how
painful it is to be thought of contemp-
tuously by a worthy man. A great many
persons of his acquamtance were walk-
ing in the Tuilleries, and among them
several ladies whom he recollected to
have met at M. Dubrocard’s, and ether
houses where he visited. Although
busied in his own reflections, he per-
ceived them; and seemg that he was
recognised by them also, was about to
approach and speak to them ; how greet
then was his mortification, when he
perceived that some of them turned
aside to avoid meecting him, and that"
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otheis would not look at him. At any
other time such a determination to
avoid him would have caused him no
vexation; but in the mood in wliich he
now was, and attributing it to the ru-
mours which were circulated against Him,
this direct cutting him was most painful
to his feelings. < Capiicious as you'are
in your judgments,” said he, ¢ and un-
just as you are in your prejudices—and
many of you so little able, perhaps, to bear
a scrutiny into your own cbnduct, you
still affect to despise othcis! Oh! how
truly happy should I be to live at a dis-
tance fiom you all, could I but find my
Victorine ! ”

He then hastencd fiom the walks
where it was now difficult for him to
make his way, on account of the crowd ;
and having reached the terrace in front of
the palace, he was still at some distance
from {¢ Pont Royal, when he perceived
M, Dauvert, and his wife, step out of an
elegant barouche. Notaware that Dercy
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was returned tp Paris, they were much
astonished, and 1ot very well pleased at
seeing pim ; while ‘George, knowing that
‘it was'they who weré the authors of the
malicious reports connected with Vic-
torine’s disappearance, was at first
tempted to go up to them, and reproach
them ith their baseness” towards the
unfortunate girl. As he stood hesxtatmg
whether to dv 50 or not, or whether ke
should melely salute Madame Dauveti:“
" in a distant manher, ghat lady séttledthe’
matter at “once, by passifg bi' ’himy
without delgmng to notice hun, aﬁ'ectu;g‘\
to look at some, other obJect ; and hé;"
‘husband was. also too intent m Spea‘kmg
“to_her to percex,ve our hero 4. Thus then
did the man who' had* sm 150 forced
, himself upon George, in"a m:ifner that.
seemed’ almost’ persecutxon—-—-who had -
contmua]ly xmportuned “*him:, wwh hm
perﬁdwue show: of- fnendshxp, seem now:
to avoid’ hlm as a contagion ! He ‘had
gained . hls énds with Him ;# “and now
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threw him aside as he would fling away
an orange or any other fruit which he had
sucked dry—nay, he cven tried to crush
him beneath his feet! for, was it not this
very Dauvert who was leagued with
the Duke’s heirs-at-law to get the will
set aside as illegal; and who was abet.
ting Dercy’s own relations in their-
attempt to get his propeity put under a
commission of lunacy? The eagerness
with which his old school-fellow seemed
to avoid him, increased the aversion that
Dercy felt at this moment towards the
greater part of his own species.

. -Feeling how important it was that he
should not lose a moment in informing
both Darbolin and Dupré of George’s
return to Paris, Dauvert left his wife in
the company of some ladies of their.
acquaintance, and proceeded directly to
the Viscount’s; who said, that he and the
old lawyet would again lay their heads
together, and consult what was best to
bes done. Dauvert next called upon
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Dupré, whom he found still intent upon
taking out a statute of lunacy, but rather
puzzleq how he should be able to pro-
duce such facts as would afford sufficient
grounds for a proceeding of this nature.
On hearing therefore from Dauvert that
when he say him in the Tuilleries,
George was walking with an air of ab-
straction, muttering to himself, and to
all appearance much agitated, this
worthy relation cried out: Wﬁwm
such behaviour a proof of ;& mind
being affected?—To be sure it is.”
Hardly had he made this observation
when a letter from George was delivered
to him, informing him that his cousin
had determined to take the management
of his affairs into his own hands, and
'requesting that he would prepare s
statement of the accouhts between
them. This epistle, which had “beei
written by Dercy in a state of consider-
able irritation and perturbation, was
not couched in the most perspicueus
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language, nor was the style so correct
as it might have been, many sentences
being left abrupt and unterminased and
words here and there omitted, so that
it certainly did indicate much distrac-
tion of mind in the writer. * He now
writes for a statement of accounts ;” said
the ci-devant attorney, who would have
been more puzzled to Have furnished
them, thah to discover reasons for pro-
‘ceeding against Dercy as a person of
unsound mind. * ¢ Can you now doubt
any 18nger whether he ds out of his
senses or not? You met him to-day in
the Tuillerids, walking and talking to
himself like a lunatic; and now he
sends to me an abusive letter, desiring
me to surrender up his property, and
give him a statement of the accounts.
relative to it!'—You see that he mistrusts
everr-we—I, who have saved him from
‘ruin and beggary! *Tis plain cnough—
’tis beyond all doubt, that he is abso-
lutely insane, a man of unsound mind,
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whose property must be put into the
hands of trustees.”

In opder to assail our heroin every
quarter, Dauvert now retuined to his
wife, and diove with her to her father’s
to dinner; when he cautiously hinted
to the Receiver-General that it was his
duty to compe[ George legally to account
for the disappearance of his niece.

Here was surely a combination of
misfortunes enough to drive any man’

'to distraction : yet that which caused
George moie, uneasiness than *aonght
beside was thc thought of Victorine.
IHeavily did the day pas® away; but
towards evening the return of the mes-
senger whom hc had dispatched to
Dieppe was announced. He huriied
,instantly to meet him, and leaint, that
in spite of all his inquirics and re-
searches, he had been able to gazia’nd
tidings of the fair fugitive : af this intel.
ligence the faint glimmering- of hope
was extinguished that had hithesto
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served to keep him from total despon-
dency.—Then Victorine—his dear Vic-
torine, is lost to him for ever!

The next day the stdtement preparcd
by George’s advocalc appeared : it was
forcible in its arguments, but it contained
neither invective, nor pathos, nor  rhe-
torical flourishes, and consisted only of
dry reasoning. ‘The wulidity of the
Duke’s will was proved most completely;
but no appeal was made to the passions
in favour of the party accused, nor were
the isinuations that had been thrown
out against him attempted to be refuted.
¢ Well,” saill the good-natured public,
¢ the heirs-at-law must lose ; nothing
can hinder their adversary from gaining
the day; but what does this prove, after
all, except that this Dercy has been too
cunnihg for ¢them, and has taken every
Precaution to secure his manacuvres from
exposure?' He i3 not on this account
one jot less mercenary ; but he is rather
a crafty hypocrite who has hitherto con-



MAN OF INTEGRITY, 167

trived to impose upon all the world.
Whether he loses or gains his cause,
has he any more title to our esteem P—is
he a les} dishonourable character?

Notwithstanding, however, all these
attacks and aspersions, and notwithstand«
ing too that he would not be benefitted by
the Duke’s will, he never once thought
of revealing the motive that had induced
him to accept ‘he fortune that had been
bequeathed to him.

* Two days afterwards, a third statement
relative to the,subject of the wil, ap-
peared, that suddenly changed the face
of the whole businesss. It was from
quite a new party, who voluntarily stepped
forward qn the occasion ; and this party

was no other than Francis Leclercq him-
self.
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CHAP. X.

GEORGE SECLUDES HIMSELF FROM THE
WORLD. -

LecLercq had been in: Paris for some
days after returning from a journey that
be had been making in Franche Comte,
for the purpose of visiting the estate
which* he intended to  purchase, and
where he intended to establish a manu.
factory. Immediately on his arrival in
town he had called upon Dercy, but had
been informed that he was not at home:
and afterwards, on his return to the hotel
where he.lodged, he found there the,
libellous Aemoire which. his father)s
relat.ons had published against George.
¢ Good Gbd ! exclaimed he; “ and this
fortune then, which the worthy M. Dercy
acgepts only that he may transfer it to
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me—he is accused of employing the
basest means in®order to appropriate it
to himself! A generous action is imputed
to him s a crime, and shall I suffer him
to endure all this obloquy without making
any reply to the calumnies with which he
is assaulted ?”

Leclerq was'a young man of generous
and lively feelings, of a petulant and
warm temper, yuick in forming his reso-
lutions, and still more prompt in putting
them into execution. His poor mother
bad been able to bring him up only as a
mechanic; but this mother, who, although
the victim of passion, and of ‘circum-
stances, was a woman deserving of a better
fate, had bestowed on her son an educa-
tion much superior to what the circum-
stances in which she was placed seemed
to warrant; so that on coming out
of his apprenticeship, he Was far nfore”
capable of writing than many'a young
nobleman who had just left his tutor.

Without asking the advice of any one,

VOL. III. I
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Leclerq resolved to reply at once to the
statement that had been published against
George. During the whole mght he did
nothing but think on the subject, and
the next morning took his pen and
wrote during nearly the whole day; he
then went to a printer, who engaged to
print his document and to distribute it
the very next day, in as'much profusion
as that of the other party had been. The
Duke’s son defended Dercy with a sim-
plicity and unaffected warmth that carried
conviction with them : .without launch-
ing out against his father’s relatives, and
without making any observations injurious
to the memory of thelate Duke,he merely
stated in a perspicuous and energetic
manner how that nobleman had been
desirous of repairing the wrongs towardg
his mothery and he expressed the grati-
tude he felt for the method he had taken
to secure to him his property, by en-
trusting it to one of the most honest men
in the whole world—M. George Dercy.
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He then proceeded to relate how, in con-
sequence of some doubts as to his rights
of paternity, the Duke had not been able
cither to appoint him his heir, or name
him as residuary legatee ; and that there-
fore the only way which remained for
him was to begueath his property to some
man of strict integrity who would deliver
it up to his son. Ilc entered into detail
as to the whoie of George’s conduct with
regard to him, and thc caution and
" secresy with which he had made the
necessary inquiries rclative to him. and
his mother, before he accepted the
legacy; also the care and secrecy
with which, after he had accepted the
bequest, he consulted with him as to the
manner in which he should employ the
fortune after being put into possession of
it; the liberality with whici he had be;
haved towards him and his mother, even
before he had touched any of the pro-
perty—a liberality so much the more
valued by him, as he was by this véry
) 8]



1'72 THE NOVICE; OR,

means now enabled to print to a con-
siderable extent this paper which was
intended to justify and clear from all
aspersions the character of the man whom
he was proud thus publicly to proclaim as
his benefactor. He concluded by repelling
with as much indignation as grief, all the
imputations which had been cast upon
George. ¢ Among these imputations,”
said he, ¢ there are some which it is not
in my power to explain clearly; but
that they are false and calumpious’in the
highest degree, I do not seruplé to affirm;
since it is impossible that a man who has
acted with so much generosity, and with
so much honour towards me, should act
unjustly towards others. Let malignant
people, and those personal enemies of
M. Dercy, who are as interested as they
are violent, impute to him both culpable
mtentlons and actions, I will relate ac-
tions which he has performed with
the same spirit of generosity with
which they were conceived. Let others
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publish monstjous facts, of which
they only show themselves to be culpa-
ble; { relate those good actions which
he has actually performed. Yes, it was
in order to secure his fortune to me and
my poor mother, that the Duke be-
quenthed it to the virtnous M. Dercy.
In his hands it was only a sacred deposit,
and he has most rcligiously performed the
duty that was confided to him. And yet
the world dares to accuse this man, so
eminently generous and delicate in his
conduct, of cdndescending to the basest
intrigues that he might enrich himself to
the prejudice of others! The most dis-
interested of mankind is accused of act-
ing like a sordid, mercenary creature—
like a person devoid of all principle!
But I feel it to be my duty to defend
him ; and in order to do, so I have ogly
to relate the simple -truth, gnd disclose
what he has done for me.” -

It is well known with what intense
interest the public occupy themselves
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at Paris with the repor} or the news of
the day. At this juncture the Chambers
were closed, there was no trial «f par-
ticular interest, nor any new tragedy,
opera, or melo-drame that was the rage:
in this dearth, thercfore, of novelty the
discussion betwcen George and the
heirs-at-law of the Duke was become
general town-talk, and the Memoire of
young Leclercq was read with avidity.
If it generally happens that high-flown,
sentimental language, and intemperate
abuse create a momentary sensation, it
sometimes happens too that a plain, un«
affected recital of facts, in which there
is an air of truth that cannot for a mo.
ment be mistaken, and which it is equally
impossible to imitate, obtains a success
as instantaneous as it is complete. Eor
it,often seems that, precisely because
they have given credit to calumnious
fabrications, the public feel the necessity
of being just, and of acknowledging
their error. Such in fact was the effect
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produced by the ﬂ[emozre published by
Leclercq. There was' such a tone of
frankngss in it, and all the facts so
clearly and positively stated, that it in-
stantly turned every ome in favour of
Dercy.

The first +person who hastened to
congratulate him on this occasion was
the man who had never for an instant
suspected him, who had pertinaciously
defended him, had incurred anger in
doing so, and was only distressed that
he was not dble to defend him more
successfully—his friend Dharville. With
what transport did he embrace George!
his joy seemed to partake of the nature
of a delirium. ¢ Now you are com-
pletely justified,” exclaimed he, < in the
eyes of the whole world, and your ene-
mies must be as completely conf'ounded'
Yet why did syou not entrust me with
your secret? I did not need to be made
acquainted with it in order to be sure
that you were the most honourable *and
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the most disinterested of men: but I
would have declared your innocence to
the world, and all the world should long
ago have done you justice. Oh! what
a good, honest creature is this son of
_the Duke, of whom no one knew till
now.” ]

George had read Leclercq’s Memoire,
and his mind was greatly relieved by it ;
he was, too, not insensible to the sincere
Jjoy which his friend testified on finding

“him thus vindicated from the aspersions
that had been thrown out against him;
and yet, when he reflected that his
secret was now made public, he could
not help feeling a certain vague and
undefined apprehension. At this mo-
ment another visitor was announced—
one whose altcred behaviour caused kim
the gredtest satisfaction. This was no
other” than the advocate into whose
hands he had put his cause, and who but
two days before had shown himself so
cold towards him—or rather had treated
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him with s‘uch undisguised contempt,
but who now spbke to him with so much
warmth and kindness, and expressed so
much bsteem for him. Hardly had hc
begged his client’s pardon for the sus-
picions he had entertained of him at
their first interview, and the sincere
regard that he now felt for him, before
a third personage made his appearance,
~—the son o: the Duke of * **.  While
young Leclercq was taking his breakfast
at a Cufé where there were a great many
other persons, he heard both «of the
success of his Memoire and of George’s
return; and hastened to wait upon
him. < Heaven be praised,” exclaimed
Dercy, as the young man threw himself
into his arms with great emotion:
‘“ heaven be praised, all the world is not
ungrateful, nor ungenerous!” He then
introduced Leclercq to *his friend aitd
to the advocate; and it is ot difficult
to imagine with what warmth Dharville
expressed himself towards the young
15
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man, or in what emphatic terms he
thanked him for having cleared the
honour of his friend; nor was the ad-
vocate at all sparing of his cofimen-
dations ecither of his client, or Le-
clercq.

“Yes, young man,” said he, “you
have donc an act that reflects credit
upon your heart, but one that is at the
same time most imprudent. It com-
pletely vindicates M. Dercy’s character,
and restores him to the good opinion
of the world; but it will also, I fear,
deprive him of the happiness of en.
riching you.”

“ How s0?”

«I do not ask my client whether he
has received any injunction from the
testator as to the purpose to which his
bequest is to he applied ; for I fear that
in'so doing I should reduce him to the
alternative «f either disguising the truth
or replying to me with too much frank-
ness, . But,.in fact, there is no occasion
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for me to make such a question: does not
the declaration Which you yourself have
wrltten and have published to the world
prove *sufficiently that the property in
question has been left to M. Dercy,
only that he might transmit it to you ?
But_ this you must know is an act
strictly prohibited by our laws. It is one
of the greatest imperfections of human
justice that laws can be formed only
with a view to general, and not to par-
ticular circumstances; and that it is
impossible to have a special law for each
individual casc : yet this cannot be;
and what would be perfectly equitable
in the present instance between yourself,
the testator, and M. Dercy, would in a
“number of other cases be exceedingly
unjust ; the law, therefore, is perfectly
right in not allowing anmy such acts.”
He then proceeded to eite that artidle
of the Code that forbids ahy kind of
substitution, and every Fidei-commissum
or feoffment of trust ; and which, conses
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quently, annulled most positively the
residuary-legateeship that the Duke had
made in favour of George. * Yester-
day, M. Dercy,” continued he, “you
were innocent in the eye of the law
though condemned by public opinion;
to-dfy, it is quite they rzvc;se, }?ou are
now acquitted by public opinion and
culpable in the eyes of theJaw.”  After
these words theie was a momentary si-
lIence among all the four persons present ;
and it was Leclercq who first broke it.
I was apprchensive,” said he, ¢ that
it would be so. My father’s precaution
in naming a third party to receive his
fortune in trust for me, has caused me
a presentiment that his views would be
defeated, and that I should not be per-
mitted to enjoy this fortune, if I re-
vealed his secret. Yet this fear and this
preseatiment hmve not deterred me a
single instant fiom acting as I haye
done, and as I thought myself called
upon to do; for had 1 not to vin-
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dicate the character of an honest man—
of one who had punctually discharged
his duties towards me ?—Well, I shall at
ieast b& no poorer now than I have been
all my life; and the only reason for
which I regret the loss of fortune is on
account of my poor mother.”

Geoige was much affected at these last
words, for he himself too had been most
tenderly attached to his parent. < No,”
cried he, “no; you shall have nothing
toregret on your mother’saccount. Alas!
I have myself Jost a valued mother, nor is
there any one now for whose sake fortune
is any longer a consideration with me. I
am a solitary insulated being,” and as he
said so, the thought of Victorine—her
at whose fect he would have been de-

‘lighted to lay all that he was worth in
the world, the tears started in his eyes.
 What unjust, what imiquitous leavs4”
exclaimed Dharville indignantly: « Sure-
ly, Sir,” added he, turning to the advo-
cate, “you must be mistaken. When
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you inform the court of all that this
worthy young man has' related in his
statement, can there be a judge who
would not blush, werc he to ‘punish
him so cruelly for the generous manner
in which he has come forward thus
publicly to vindicate his benefactor 2”

¢ The magistrates,” repli‘cd the advo-
cate,  will doubtless,” regret the sen-
tence that they will be obliged to re-
turn ; but they will as certainly decide
that the residuary-legateeship is become
null andvoid. I do not wish you, how-
ever, to depend upon my judgment
alone: I am now going home to meet
two other advocates, with whom I have
this morning appointed a meeting on
some business : do you come, therefore,
and take their opinion also. I find
that I myself* need their assistance in
this case, and I'most sincerely hope that
they may net think the same as I do in
this matter.”

They all accompanied the advocate to
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his house, and, on their way thither,
Dharville still pessisted in saying that he
was certain he must be under some
-error. %Leclerq, although rather uneasy
on his mother’s account, as to the
turn things might take, still did not
regret having acted as he had donej;
but felt that’selfsatisfaction, and that
species of sclf-gsteem, so honourable and
so soothing to the feelings of a young
man who has just been performing a
» duty, even though the consequences
are prejudicial to him. As for (George
he was entirely buried in his own reflec-
tions. .

The consultation was not a very long
one; for the other two advocates
found the article of the code in ques-

“tions so distinct, and the declaration
that had been made by Leglerq so posi-
tive, that it had appearedo them utteny
impossible that the will shquld not be
set aside. But in spite of the uniform
opinion of the three professional mgen,
Dharville strongly urged that they
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should prepare to defend the cause. « Let
them if they will,” said the young man,
“take all the money. I have still youth
and strength; I can work for my wother’s
support, and shall have at all events the
satisfaction of knowing that I have over-
turned their calumnies against my worthy
benefactor, M. Dercy.”

“It is me after all,”.said George
gravely, “whom the Duke named the
residuary-legatee ; and it is therefore for
me to judge whether I shall give up the
property without litigation, or persist in
claiming it, and carry the matter into a
court of justice. And Iwill consider howit
will be best for me to act. In the mean-
while, gentlemen, I am obliged to you
for your advice.”

After the advocates had taken their”
leave, Dercy and his two friends walked
to«the Tuillerics The day was very fine,
and there'was as much company as when
George last passed through the gardens,
and gxperienced the slights and insults
which we then noticed. But now the
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very persons who had then turned away
their heads that they might not see, or
.steppedyaside so as to avoid meeting, him,
seemed most eager to speak to him, to
compliment him, and eager to shake
hands with him. George would fain
have escaped from this public testimony
to his honourable conduct, but Dharville
compelled him'to stay and listen to the
praises that were bestowed on him from
,every side; then, addressing those who
had suspected the integrity of hxs friend,
he cried, * Wéll, what think you now?
You refused to believe me when I assured
you that M. Dercy was a man of the
strictest honour—the nicest delicacy :
but was I not right?” Then taking
«Leclerq, who had been quite unnoticed
till that moment, by the hand, he added,
“ Give me leave to mtroduce to you the
Duke of * * %sgon—the gentleman to
whom we are so much indebted for having
published the document that has so
completely vindicated the character’ of
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my friend.” And instantly every one
was eager to express to the young man
the admiration he felt for his nghle and
disinterested bchaviour.

George was not insensible to these
marks of general approbation and esteemn.
¢ And yet,” said he to himself, “-ihese
are the very people who so lately, giving
credit to the calumnious Teports of my
enemies, treated me as a man destitute
not only of honour, but of every principle ,
of honesty.”

That same evening while George was
engaged in a consultation with. his
counsel, his cousin Dupré had invited the
Doctor and La Moriniére to read over
with him the draught of a petition praying
that their relative, George Dercy, should
be put under a commission of lunacy? as
being a person of unsound mind, and
unfit to be trusted with the administra-
tion of hif property. He had just un.
folded the paper and was proceeding to
read it to them, when Madame Saint
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Firmin came, quijte astonished at what
she had hecard respecting her nephew.
BothDugré and the Doctor had hada copy
of Leclerq’s Memoire sent to them ; but
the latter was from home when it came;
and the other had been so intent upon
framiup and drawing up his petition that
he had not opened the envelope. Madame
Saint Firmin liowever had read it over,
and, piquing herself upon her fine feelings
and sensibility, had been quite affected
with Dercy’s noble conduct. Lallmg after«
wards upon mahy of her acquaintance,
among whom there was a general enthu-
siasm in favour of George, she was almost
instantly electrified by it, for nothing
communicates itself with such rapidity
<md enthusiasm; and, quite proud of
being the aunt of one who was the object
of general admiration and ‘esteem, she
came in her turn to impart something of
this enthusiasm to his other\relations,
¢ And do you talk,” said she, « of taking
out a commission of lunacy against this
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man ?—what him who is a modc of
goodness, justice, and generosity ? They
ought rather to be treated as insane and,
mad, who dare to form such wicked plots
against him.”” And she then proceeded
to relate with no little emphasis, all that
she had heard respecting. him, 25d the
encomiums that had every where beer
bestowed upon him. This tended net
little to disconcert his worthy relatives
but Dupré, less struck with admiration
at George’s conduct than the others,
thought that he had nevet before afforded
such a complete and irresistible proof of
insanity, than when being in possession
of such a property, he had had the folly
to transmit it to a child of the testator,
without being compellable by law. The
perplexity of these worthy relations in-
creased when Madame Saint Firmin in-
formed them of the marks of respect that
had beenf paid to both Dercy and Le-
clercq in the gardens of the Tuilleries.

% Diable! diable!” said Dupré to him-
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self, ® what can we hope to do against a
wuan in whosc behalf all Paris seems inte-
vrested, and whom they will take under
their prdtection?”  And when Madame
informed them also, that the Viscount
who happened to be in the Tuilleries at
the same time, had been compelled to
make a sudden retreat, in order to avoid
the resentmeng that the public manifested
rowards him, and the indignation which
they cexpressed at his attempting to set
*aside the Duke’s will; he exclaimed,
¢ Good heavens, if this be the &£ase, I
shall not dare to venture abroad: what
if they should handle me worse than they
have served the poor Viscount?” Dis-
couraged at so unexpected a turn of
affairs, instead of proceeding to read his
“Ppaper; he folded it up and put it into his
pocket : then taking up Lgclercq’s Me-
moire. that was lying on his writing-table,
he offered to read it to the Dogtor and La
Moriniére; and whilst he wasddingso, they
both seemed to feel some compuncfion
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for their treatment of George. Even Du-
pré himself affected to' admire Derey’s
heroic generosity and disinterestedness ;
but speaking of Leclercq, he sail, ¢ This
fellow is even a greater ass than our
worthy cousin :—he has actually ruined
himself by acting as he has done —But
still it is fine, very generous, very sub-
lime!”

He had just finished reading the
Dlemoire when George himself made his
appearance ; and at the sight of him they
were covered with confugion. They had
been so culpable towards him, and had
always affected to think so meanly of
him; and now how much more con-
temptuous an opinion must he entertain
of them! Such is at times the power of
virtue when it is triumphant, that it ab~
solutely terrifies and confounds those
whg, feeling themselves unable to prac-
tise it, are on that very account the more
obliged t 7)adm1re it. On his entering
tha room they were “all struck silent, and
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rose Mmost involuntarily from their seats;
while Dercy standing likewise, looked first
at one, then at the other, with a mingled
expression of sorrow and anger. At
length, the Doctor having in some degree
recovered from his surprise, and endea-
vouring to force a smile, said :— You
perceive, my dear nephew, that you are
the subject ot our thoughts and conversa.
tion. We were just reading the Memoire
which has been published by the young
man towards whom you have behaved
with so much generosity.” .

« What, then,” cried George, with a
smile of bitterness that they had never
till that moment seen him employ ; < it
was not then the petition for a commission
of lunacy against me, that my cousin
"Dupré was reading to you ?”’

Here every one looked quite abashed,
and fixed his eyes on the ground. * *

¢« I would have you to knovf, nephew,
said Madame Saint Firmin, with some
quickness ; ¢ that both the Doctor and
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myself were perfectly ignorant—For my
own part I am quite charmed with you!”

«“ My decar aunt,” returned George,
mildly; «I am willing to belitve you
are sincere in the compliments you
bestow upon me ; but in mercy spare me
the hearing of them : all those to which I
have been this morning obliged to listen,
merely because I have performed an act
of duty, fatigue and importune me.”
Then, addressing himself to his uncle
and cousins :—* Why,” said he, « should"
you attempt to consider me unfit to be
trusted with the management of my own
property, and endeavour to obtain a
statute of lunacy against me, as I have
just understood to be the case? Listen
my worthy relations, to what I am going
to say, and you will perceive that it wilf
be only giving yourselves useless trouble.
"Phe world,” oontinued he, in a severe
and gloo[my tone is become hateful
to me; * for among the great part
of e mankind I have found only false-
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hood, vanity; and interestedness. How °
have you yourselves treated me, even
from my childhood? You, my nearest
relations, and who ought, as such, next
to my kind and regretted- parents, to
have been my best friends;—yon to
whon. I hay e shown so much attachment;
how have you treated me in return?
Because I was unsuspecting and con-
fiding, you applied to me a term of re-
proach—an insulting name ;—you called
we the Simpleton, the Novice. I was
disinte ested, #nd you feared lest 1 shoutd
bring disgrace upou the family. And
this Dauvert. too, my early school-fellow,
to whom from the very first of our ac-
quaintance, I have always shown so many
kindnesses, and for whom I have per-
formed so many suruices,‘he who has
uniformly imposed upon my goognass
and my friendship, and who after all his
other plots has just been k’orming a
base and cruel conspiracy against me—
But' I reproach neither you nor him,
VOL. IIL # K
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more than I do other men. Your prin.
eiples are the principles of almost all the
rest of the world. I was in a situation
where 1 flattered myself I was of some
service, but X was turned out of it nferely
because I did not wish entirely to give
up my consciencc. My whole life suffi-
eiently proves that I am neither am-
bitious nor mercenary, and yet I have
been suspected, nay, more, accused of
resorting to the violent and most ne-
farious arts, in order to chouse others wue
of their rights. And a‘generous and
noble-spirited young man—for, thank
heaven, there ar¢ some cxceptions—were
there not, one could not endure to live
in the world !—This generous youngman,
I say, has been obliged to divulge a secret
of the utmost importance to himself,
iy order to convert the clamours that
had been raised against me into expres-
sions of h[rcly approbation, that to-mor-
row again, perhaps, will give way to
fresh reproaches, caused by fresh ca-
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lumnies. And what, after all, arc the
vaunted advantages of wealth, that we
should thus sacrifice toit? Tell me,ifyou
can, what service our uncle the banker
did us, when he enriched us with his
property. Of what use, Doctor Saint
Firmia, has your fortune proved to you ?
It was that that inspired you with all
those ambitious projects in which you
have failed. As for you, cousin La
Moriniére, it has led both you and your
son into ruinous extravagancnes. In
you, Dupré, it has been the source of
insatiable avarice. And I; bad I con-
tinued poor, I should, perhaps, be enjoy-
ing that happiness which I must now
renounce for ever.” Here he paused,
difted his eyes to heaven, and said in a
low tone, “O! my dear Victorine,
where now are you?” Then looking again
at his relations, he continued: ¢ This
wealth, then, Dupré, which {you are so
anxiously intent upon increasing, must
be exceedingly dear to you! And you,
X 2
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Doctor, and you La Moriniére, doubt-
less, both regret it very much. But I—
this wealth that you so much hanker
after is become burdensome and odious
to me :—I reject it, I disdain it, I will
have nothing more to do with it. I have
made all my arrangements, and they will
forthwith be put into execution. I have
just been giving the necessafy instructions
to my solicitor, and I will now inform
you what they are. In the first place,
I offer the estate that was left me by my
father to my tenant, Claude Lallemand,
for ten years purchase-money, which I
shall order him to pay into the treasury
of the hospital at * * * where you
wished to piovide for poor old Margaret.
To you, Doctor, F have secured a sume
that will be sufficient to pay off the
mortages with which you have encum-
bered your estatcs. I shall pay your
debts, La Moriniére, and those of your
son; but I must caution you both how you
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contMct new ones, as, after this, I neither
intend, nor wilk it be in my power, to -
assist you. You will apply to my soli-
citor, vhom I have fully empowered to
act forme. And you, Dupré, will ac-
count to him for my property that is in
your hands ; T have, too, strictly charged
him to have no altercation with you
respecting gny slight deficiency there
may be. The indiscreet generosity of
Leclerq has prevented me from trans-
mitting to him his father’s fortune ; for
the law is positive on this paint, and,
therefore, to-morrow it will be intimated
to the heirs-at-law, that I renounce the
Duke’s bequest. But it has been to gave
my honour, that the young man has acted'
so imprudently; consequently I con-
" sider myself as his debtor. It is beyond
my power to bestow om him a fortune
equal to that which he has lost j» but I
bave made over to him a third of the
property I inherited frod my great-
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uncle. He will probably decline aéept-
ing it, but I will conjure him to do so
for the sake of his mother; he will not
then refuse me ; and may still hatve it in
his power to establish the maunufactory
which he intended. Of the whole million
francs which I once possessed I shall
reserve to myself only the two-hundred
thousand, which I borrowed with a hope
that rendered me happy at the time, but
which is now vanished. That which may
remain after your debts are paid, and
Leclerq has received what I appropriate
to him, I make a donation of to various
charitable institutions in this city. I
shall quit Paris, but shall not go to re-
side at * * ¥ or any where in that
neighbourhood, for I should then fear
coming into ¢ontact with many whom™I
desire to avoid. I am, besides, desirous of
livitigiin complete solitude. After all, you
cannot be much interested in knowing
the place of my retreat, for I have not
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now dbove a Yifth of the property of which
you were so envious. Dharville alone will
know this secret, and he will.not reveal
it to ary one. I have now nothing far-
ther to add, except that I bid you fare-
well 1” ' ’

As soon as he had left the room, his
relations took their leave of each other,
quite conﬁfged. “ Well,” cried Du-
pré, as soon as he was left ‘alone, “T°
now see that he will continue to be
a consummate blockhead till the end
of his days. After all, I did him no
injustice in saying he was a mad-
man.”

Whilst George had been making these
arrangements, and afterwards informing
his relations of them, Dharville was

“busily occupicd in going every where,
and extolling the noble djsintcrestedness
of his friend ; ‘nor did he by any jneans
spare those who had been attempting to
injure him, especially M. Dauvert, to-
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wards whom he was certainly ng¢t the
most charitably disposed, and whom he
denounced as a man of the basest prin-
ciples—as a mean sycophant, an¢ a per-
fidious friend.



« MAN OF INTEGRITY. 201

CHAP. XI.

il
THE HISTORY OF LIGHT YEARS.

At first George’s relations endea-
vourcd to #scertain the place he had
fixed upon a$ his retreat; yet, as they
had nothing farther to expect from him,
and no particular interest in making the
discovery, their curiosity on the subject
gradually wort away. They accustomed
themselves to think no more of him,
but even to persuade themselves that he
was dead ; and, in fact, might he not be
said to be so with regard to them? The
-Dubrocards and Dauverts, too, thought
as little of their niece and cou in, Vic-
torine Lorsay, as George’s uncle gnd
cousins did of him. The time and at-
tention of all these worthy pgople: were
entirely devoted to their personal inte-

KJ
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rests, and to the respective objegis of
their cupidity and ambition. Victorine's
name was never uttered by her kind
family without having some reproachful
epithet attached to it, such as a foohsh
ungrateful girl. And, in spite of the
obligations they were under to him, both
La Morini¢re and the Doctor had re-
sumed their old habit of ‘speaking of
George as a simpleton and novice, while
Pupré did not scruple occasionally to
term him an ungrateful fellow.

There are a great number of people
who are unfortunate,and wlo are harassed
by disquietude, because they never suc-
ceed in what they undertake, and are
disappointed in all their hopes and pro.
jects. Yet when men are carried away
by mean and violent passions, and inga-~
tiable dsires, and plunge into greedy
or ,ambitious schemcs are those who
succeed in their designs more happy
than those,who fail? or are they less
unfortunate ? No; they suffer full as much
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—perhaps. more. Yoy who are wealthy
and powerful, you who possess rank and
authority, and- you the minor and sub-
altern minions of ambition, scccessfal
favourfes and protegees, if, in order tq
attain your object, you have trampled
on morality and justice, if you are des-
titute of all moderation for yourselves,
and of all feelings of kindness for others,
it is in vaih that you would impose
on us by your ostentatious pomp and
your pretended happiness; you are not
on that account less miserable, less the
prey of cares and vexations,®less tor-
mented both in body and mind, con-
demned to suffer all the tortures that
arise from the apprehension of losing,
the anxiety to gain. the desire to rise
still higher, the fear of being hurled
- down headlong from the point you have
already reached ;—the® tortures that
arise from that remotse of conScience
which you cannot suppress; from the
public indignation and cdntempt that
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show themselves , through _ the midst
of purchased praises and interestéd ac-
clamations; from that self-contempt
that lurks at the bottom of your own
hearts, and from which you annot
escape. Such was the success enjoyed
by George’s rélations and those of the
Duke, who had at length obtained the
wealth they had been grasping at with
so much avidity. Public ‘opinion had
manifested itself in thc most forcible
manner against both the Viscount and
the other heirs-at-law ; and they were
at first teirified at it, but as soon as they
learnt that George had disclaimed the
residuary Jegateeship, how quickly did
they console themselves for the con-
tempt shown them. ‘Let the world
hoot and hiss us as much as they please;
let” them make ballads and cpigrams
on us, of what importance is it all to
us? ” ‘cxclaimed each of these worthies,
as he calculated the gold he should have
to receive fis his portion of the pro-
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perty. These hypocritical gentry, al-
though they still retained a strong
feeling of resentment towards the de-
ceased ‘Duke, for having wished . to
exclud®  them from sharing i
his property, resolved nevertheless to
have a grand funeral mass. celebrated
for- the repose of his soul. This is a
custom that the hcirs of wealthy tes-
tators seldom fail to observe: George’s
relations had acted just in the same
manner on the death of the Ex-Jesuit.
After this ceremony there was a splen-
did dinner, » at which the *Viscount
presided, and the harmony that pre-
vailed was truly.edifying: there was
much shaking of hdnds, and many con-
» gratulations between all present, nor
-were they exceedingly uncharitable to-
-wards the “old curmudgéon,” who had
paid them such a paltry’compliment in
his will, but they wert loud in® their
praises of each other ;—and then the
very next morning twenty ldw-suits were
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commenced among them. , Every one
was anxious to incrcase his own share of
the property at the expense of the other
heiis, theyall, therefore, went to law most
vigorously, and abused each othel most
unsparingly ; while every act of liti-
gation only tended to increase their
mutual hatred and ill-will. They were
even so lost to shame as to dispute who
should be compelled to pay"for a superb
monument that they had ordeied to be
erected to the memory of the late
Duke. All that eventually accrued to
them frofn the immense property that
had fallen to them, was a considerable
loss of time in journeys, litigations, and
law proceedings. There was not one
of them who was not obliged, at last,
after having expended his share of the.
property, to part with a good deal of*als
former property in order to complete
the bp‘é_yment of 4dvocates, solicitors, at-
torneys, with their host of law expenses.
And there 4re some of these suits that
are not yet terminated.
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After his property had been cleared
of alf the mortgages upon it, by George,
Doctor Saint *Firmin might have lived "
very respectably, but unfortunately his
electidneering had not cured him of ki
foolish ambition.  After his unfortunate
campaign in the cause of Liberalism, he
thought that a reputation for science
might be of service to him in his poli.
tical plans, ‘and help to open for him
the doors of the Chamber of Deputies.
With this view he published at his own
expense some medical woiks: and as
polities find® their way everyWhere, he
very ingeniously contrived to display
his ministerial bias, for he had thought
proper to change his colours, and try
whether he should not be more suc-

-cessful on the other side. These pro-

- ductions obtained for him some praise,
in those quarters whére praise is an
article that may be purchased In any
quantity, but they drew down upon him
the ridicule of all wellifYormed men
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and competent judges. Hpe next con-
trived to be admitted into the Royal
" Academy of Medicine that was then
just instituted; and in every question
Ywtween that body and the goveinment
he was uniformly of the side of power.
He did not, however, stop here; for as
soon as there was any place vacant in
the Academy of Science, whether in
chemistry, mineralogy, botafiy, anatomy,
medicine, surgery, or even rural cco-
nomy, he had the effrontery to offer
himself as a candidate. But in such an
institutiort the same kind of*manceuvring
and influence that succeeds at an elec-
tion will be 'of little avail. e could
not even carry his point so far as to get
himself nominated as one of those who
were to put up for the vacant situatiqn.
Neither was he for a long time morc
successful in his efforts to be elected
Deputy, for the party whose favour
and support he now courted had not
forgotten that he had been a Liberal,
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and 3iewed“him with suspicion on that
account. At length, in a fit of despair,
he turned devotec,—no bad way, after
all, of,pushing himself forward, for a
devotee physician is such an edifying
example! He now got patients among
dowagers of quality, prelates and digni-
taries of the church; but even still there
were some persons who questioned bis
sincerity, both in politics and religion.
Something yet remained to be done,
when he recollected that the order of
St Wladimir, of the third rgnk, had
been bestowed on him: on the strength
of this he found means to get himself
recommended to the Russian Ambas-
sador, and through the influence of the
latter, it was arranged that he should be
Teturned for the Chamber of Deputies.
Indeed it was now high time that he
should be elected, for his fortune was so
much injured that he was barely eli-
gible. He was now at thq ultimatum
of his wishes; he attained the goal he
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had so long had in view; and,  as if
in some degree to repay him for
repeated disappointment and delay, he
was chosen just at the period when the
‘S’epteﬂnalz'te’ was established, so that he
was sure of continuing Deputy for seven
years.

What a noble, what a glorious cha-
racter is that of a Deputy who is ani-
mated by the love of his country, and
the love of the human racc; whose mind
is elevated, firm, and inaccessible to cor- *
ruption, to seduction, to ipfluence; and
who uniformly both speaks and votes ac-
cording tohisconscience. Whatever bethe
success of his undertakings, whatever be
his own personal success, he is happy in .
knowing and in performing his duties;
he enjoys with the purest satisfactionthe
public gratitude, the general homage paid
to Lic character.and his talents, and the
esteem which even his most violent
enemies capnot refuse him.

But, on the contrary, how degraded
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and cpntemptible is that Deputy who
had made himse]fi the slave and tool of a
party ; who, knowing his duties, deserts
them; who thinks, speaks, and votes
just as he is ordered to do! His party, '
indeed, may triumph; but, as for himself;
is he not a truly abject creature ?—Such,
we must achnowledge, was our Doctor
Saint Firmin. ,

Without talents, without integrity,
without conscience, and blindly submis.
"sive to the orders it was expected he
should follow ;, in spite of his aljjectness
towards men of rank, sneered at by them
for his mean birth, despised by them for
his conduct, and courted by them only for
,bis vote ; invited by all the ministers, yet
treated contemptuously by them; he
had, besides all this, the vexation to hear
his ‘election stigmatized by. very respect-
able individuals as a most dimpudent fraud.
His ®lection, however, was declared valid;
but much megrtification resultgd from it
to the Doctor, accompanied by not a few
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apprehensions ; yet he was not doomed
to suffer them long ; for although he had
congratulated himself on being clected
for seven years, he did not live tp'see the
“end of the first session, for he died of a’
fit of indigestion shortly after a grand
dinner that had taken place after a long
discussion in the ¢ Chamber,’ in which he
had mgrvellously exerted his lungs, not
in any display of his eloquence, but in
cries of ¢ hear, hear, hear.

More out of blind weakness than from™
real affegtion, La Moriniége had done all
in his power for his scape-grace of a son;
when about six months after George’s
departure the young fellow was killed in
aduel. In order to dissipate the grief,
he felt on this melancholy event, the
father abandoned himself to dissipatidn
with a new phgenzy, and contracted débts
to*a greater amount than those which
had been discharged by Dercy ; in ‘con-
sequence pf which his creditors com-
pelled him more than once to take up
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his abdde in St. Pelagie, where he con-
trived to spend as much as he did when
he was at large. At length, being
liberated, and the means of contracting -
fresh debts being now exhausted, he re-
solved, as a last resource, to marry an old
woman whom he undcrstood to have
considerable property, and whom he had
induced to betieve that he was very richs
What then was the rage and distraction

..of both, when they discovered that they
had fallen into the snare each had
laid for the otler! The connuBial state
certainly proved to them no paradisc or
elysium. What really became of him at
last we cannot say; some affirm that,
*worn out by debauchery and riot, he
eaded his days miserably in an hospital ;
others say that he died, after all, within
the walls of a prison, into *which he | vas
thrown. by his cousin Dupré, who ar-
rested him after having lent him some
money in @ fit of extraordiftary gene-
rosity.
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Dupré himself had by a variety of
usurious transactions amassed heaps of
wealth. After some time he would not
enter into any negociations ia which
there was the least risk, but would ad-
vance money only on pledges, or ample
security. Was any tradesman or mer-
chant in difficulties, he might apply to
M. Dupré; and, provided he would leave
in his hands the greater part of his stock,
might be sure of being assisted by the
man of wealth. M. Dupré figured, too,
as a principal creditor in almost every
bankruptcy that took place; but he had
generally taken good care not to lose a
single sous, holding effects that would
amply cover his debt. Yet by the side
of his well furnished strong box, the o«
ject of his constant devotions, he ‘lived
like a poor wretch reduced to mendicity ;
for he seemed to have adopted as his
principle, that in proportion as a man’s
income increases his expenditure ought
to diminish. He drank only water;
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he dired—if indeed he might be said to
dine at all—quite alone; hardly allowed
himself a fire ; went almost in rags ; was
always lumenting his poverty, and dared -
‘Thardly to venture to go to sleep at night
for fear of being robbed. In short, he
became an object of general aversion, or
rather contempt: no one cared to speak
to him, except those who would somee
times amuse themselves at his expense,
..and put him into a violent passion, by af-
firming that he was rich. Assoon as the
subject of a Imw of Indemnity for the
emigrants was first started, there was a
general commotion and sensation among
the whole legal profession, who thought
«hat it could not fail to be productive of
extraordinary employment to them. It
is even said that on this occasion there
was such an enormous dethand for }qw.
yers’ bags, and tin-boxes ‘to keep papers
in, tlﬁt the manufacturers of those articles
were unable to supply them ifl sufficient
numbers. This was a signal for our
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worthy Dupré to enter the lists once
more. He was yet not past the prime of
life ; and what a fine field now opened
itself to a man so well skilled im all the
‘windings and turnings of chicanery!
What numberless disputes and litigations
would start up in every corner of France!
what a number of law-suits; how many
proccedings both on the purt of the ex-
chequer and against it ; between claim-
ants and their creditors, or the creditors
of their fathers, or those of their children!
And thea, after the Law ¢f Indemnity in
favour of the emigrants, there would, per-
haps, be another in favour of the clergy.
Perhaps too, something might be done
for those unfortunate fund-holders who,
by the national bankruptcy bad begn
deprived of two-thirds of their property,
which may thus be said to have been
confiscated ; ;—g$omething for those specu-
lators who had been ruined by the max-
zmum, and for those propsietors whose
houses and property had been demolished.
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All these misfortunes had ‘been forgotten,
but the recolléction of them was now’
again stirred up; and those who had
suﬁ'erzyl by them, pretending to have.
been as faithful as the French of the
farther Rhine, although so recently, per-
haps, holding posts under Napoleon,
would, perhaps, sct up such a cry that it
would be ijupossible not tq, attenddo
them.

¢ Oh!” cried Dupré, * what fine pick-
ings will all this afford us! what perqui-
sites! what fegs for us agents and lawyers!
I foresec, that 1 shall be able shortly to
double, to triple—perhaps, even quadru.
ple the contents of my strong box.”

But his brethren in the protession had
been already Leforehand with him; they
ﬁad.issued prospectuses and circular let-
ters; they had been makingsjoui neysfor the
purpose, and soliciting the favours b all
thode who had any claims to the indeme
nity :—all the clients were already laid
hold of. The avaricious Dupré, unwilling

VoL, I, L
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to risk even asingle sou, or incur the
slightest expence, whob. grudged to
give away even a card of address, and
was so far from offering to advance
money to his clients so as to enable them
to go to law, that he even applied to them
for it; had the moitification and the
grief to find that no one would confide
ir or employ him.

Ferdinand Dauvert, the son of a poor
gentleman of family, had, by his address,
contrived to form a rich, and what the
world terns a very splendid, matrimonial
connexion ; without possessing either
information or rcal capacity, he held
places both of considerable emolument
and importancc; and, after having been
himself for a long while a servile depen-
dent and hanger-on of Ministers and
men in power, he, in his turn, had
his protegees aix creatures who fawned
upon him. He had indeed been wver-
whelmed with confusion, vexation, and
rage, when he saw Dercy the inheritor
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of the weaith that he had, with so much
meanness, been trying to secure for him- "
self; but had not both his envy and his
hatr'o;l been subsequently gratified, when
George was compelled to give up the
property to the heirs-at-law, and thus
prevented from accomplishing an act of
honour and benevolence? Dauvert had
taken a very active part witle the~Durke’s
relations ; yet with so much secrecy, that
no one suspected him of being leagued
with them against his former benefactor;
therefore hia character had flot been at
all injured with the world in c8nsequence.
Every thing seemed to be propitious to
him: his fortune Wwas soon after con-
siderably augmented by the death of the

.Receiver-General ; and as there was no
will, Madame Dubrocard found herself
completely at the mercy! of her dayghter
and her son-in-law: ahd this son-in-law
a&hermg to his maxim of saciificing
every one.clse to himself, ws not yery in-
dulgent towards her. He would not allow

L2
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her to reside, as it was her wish to d¢, at
the house out of town—the same into
which he had himself gained admittance
by 2 despicable artifice; therefore poor
Madame Dubrocard, terribly punished
for her pride and vanity, was obliged
to takec mean lodgings in the Jlarais,
having nothing to subsist upon but a
ve., niodciate jointuie. Her principal
acquaintance was Madame Saint Firmin,
who was quite as much reduced as her-
self, by the chicanerics of her nephew,
Dupré: ard here did these two widows
tenderly b8wail to each other the loss of
their husbands and of their foitgnes.
‘Hardly was the time of mourning
expited, cre Dauvert and his wife
iapnched out into great extravagance,
dotibling their former expenditure. Ma-
dame was to be %een at all public places,
and at every pfivate party of conse-
quence. The husband gave splenllid
dinners, bills, and entertainments ;
played high, and kept mistresses. Bu!
in the midst of all this round of extrava-
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ganke, pleasurg, and dissipation, he met
with a sudden reverse. He enjoyed*
several salaries, and not a few sinecures 3
and his wife’s fortune was a very angple
one ; still even all this was not sufficient
for their united extravagance :—he had
recourse to his credit, nay, at last he
did not scruple to make use both of the
public money, and that of privete indi-
viduals, which passed through his hands.
This could not be managed so secretly
as not to excite some murmuring amopg
the honestar part of thoseein admini-
stration ; and although the voice of
such persons has great difficulty in
making itsclf heard, and is soon over-
come, yet a man almost as unprincipled
as himself, who had long desired to suc-
ceed him in his principal place, exposed
his malversations. Among the misfor-
unes to which those*men who Sucteed
it their ambitious projects are exposed,
there is one that rarely fails to overtake_
them, namely, a fall as sudden Bs their
rise. There are few ministers who die
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in office; few sycophants .who' remail. in
favour to the last. The little conspiracy
that was got up against Dauvert, was
carksied on in silence : his colleagves in
office continued to behave to him with
the same attentions and respect as before;
nor was it until he one morning rcad in
the Moniteur a public expogure of his
delinquzacieg, that he had any suspicion
of what was going on against him.
There are people in the world who
haye the art of covering *one scandal by
another; ard it was this that Dauvert
now put in practice. He conceived that
all that he had to do in order to impose
upon those who were raising an outcry
against him; to dazzle the weak and
foolish ; to recover his credit; and ina
duce the ministers to employ him againg
was to live in greuter style, and be more
extravagant than tver. His wife, still
young and handsome, made every effoft
to gecond him in his views ; aad never
had she before played off her arts of
coquetry to so much advantage; nor
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wasbthis coquetry incompatible with her
sentimental -and romantic disposition:
Jt was not difficult for her to find ad-
mirei among those men who affected to
be as sentimental as herself; nor is it
to be supposed that a woman who piqued
herself upon so much sensibility and
feeling asAlphensine, returned the im-
passioned advances of her gallaats with
coldness and indifference. She had first
an intrigue that did not transpire ; the
second cxcited some suspicion; the
third becaxe town-talk; and hex: hus-
band conceived that his honour was
insulted.

Is it not extraordinary to see a man
who has no scruples, nor sense of honour,
on any other occasion, seriously distress
Irimself at the infidelity of a woman for
‘whom he has ncither® regard nor affec-
Jion, and towards whom he hirhself has
Been any thing but faithful? Dauvert
had now some very furious scenes with
his wife; he provoked one of her favourites
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by whom he was wounded ; and ten-
dered more violent in cohsequence, he
coarsely abused and ill-trcated Madame,
whe left the house, and sought am asy-
lum with one of her friends. After this
he was threatened with a suit for a
divorce, and was called upon to give an
account of his wife’s fortune ; while to
comnlets g ruin his own creditors
assailed him, and government was about
to bring against him a charge of pecula-
tion of the public money. Having
hastily collacted together his own and
his wife’s jewels and converted them
into money; sold off privately a consi-
derable part of his furniture, and
availed himself of what credit he had
left to borrow various sums from money-
lenders and usurers, he suddenly de-
camped, with the mtention of proceeding
to Switzerland, hoping that in a foreign
country he should be able to enjoy un-
disturbed that. of which he had robbed
his wife and creditors.
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Hgq travefled alone, in a postchaise ;
and had nearly’ reached the frontiers,
when his impatience became almost
Tx'ﬁolei'gble: never had he before been
in such agitation—an agitation occa-
sioned as much by the remorse he began
to feel, as by the anxiety to be out of
France, and. beyond pursuit. On the
third evening of his flight hgavasovers
taken by a violent storm: the rain fell
in torrents; the thunder rolled almost
incessantly ; the lightning secmed to
shiver the cloyds; and the road became
impassable. Scized with terror, the pos-
tillion could no longer direct or govern
his horses, which ran away, and over-
turned the carriage. Dauvert had one
of his legs broken, and, incapable of
stirring, laid groaning and crying out;
buf his cries brought noefriendly aid to
his succour ; they only served to attract
soms banditti, who had seen the chaise
approaching, and who now Rasténed to
strip the unfortunate traveller of all the

LS5
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property he had about him. On sgeing
robbers approach, the postillion betook
himself to flight; and Dauvert, in spite
o” the agony he suffcred, seemed deter-
mined not to yield, and they were ac-
tually obliged to wrench out of his hand
the pocket-book that contained the fruits
of his fraud and villanies. Then having
almost séripped him of every thing
else, they left him half dead beneath
some trees; and it was now that the
wretched man, recalling to memory his’
past actiens, thought that, he perceived
in this accident the vengeance of hea-
ven. ,
At day-break a stranger was riding by
attended by a servant, and seeing a2 man
lying stretched out on the ground,
leaped from his horse, raised his kead,
and thinking that he still perceived signs
of life, dispatched his servant in all haste
to the nearest village for a surgeon.
He then (took off his own great coat
to cover the dying man, and fetching
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some water* in his hat from a brook,
sprin'kled his face, in hopes that it might ,
recover hif; but all these efforts were in
At length the surgeon arrived,
and the stranger helped him to dress the
wounds, and to bind up the leg of the
unfortunate man, which was dreadfully
mangled. Theservant had very thought-
fully had the precaution to have a litter
brought, and on this they p1aced Dau-
vert; and the stranger directed that he
should be taken to his own house, which
was about three quarters of a league
distant. And then giving h1s horse to
his servant, he walked by the side of
the litter, supporting all the way the
head of the unfortunatc man. But who
then was this compassionate stranger
who bestowed so many attentions on the
miserable object beforg him? It was
no other than Geerge, Dercy, he®*who
had been so cruelly persecuted by the
man to whom he had behaved—to whom
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he was now behaving, with so nzuch
kindness! ‘

It is necessary that we should here
go, back a little in our story, and inform
our readers how it had happened that we
meet with our hero again in such a place,
and under such circumstances. It was
now eight years ago since George aban-
doning himself to a gloomy n'\isanthropy.
had quitted Paris, after having stripped
himself of four-fifths of his fortune. It
was reported at the time, that his de-
parture was hastened by a letter that he
had just received, the very day before
he had announced his intentions to his
relations, and the disposition of his pro-
perty, which he had madc in their fa-
vour. Nor was this report unfounded :
this letter was from his confidentjal
servant Joscph, whom he had sent in
search of Victorjne to Havre, and who
now gave him some tidings of her. , ‘ft
was dated from London; and Joseph
informed his master that the very day
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on which he reached Havre, after
having made inquiry at all the inns and .
hotels in the town after Mademoiselle
-Lorsay and hey gouvernante, he had
found An English packet on the point of
sailing for Southampton; and among
the passengers were an English family,
consisting of an elderly gentleman,
his lady, and two daughters fipm about
twelve to fifteen years old. *Great was
the astonishment of Joseph at finding
that among the persons who formed the
suite of this family, were Mademoiselle
Victorine ani Madame Deschamps.
He thought that it was better for him
not to speak to them, or let them sce
him; but he determined that he would
not lose them out of his sight; and
therefore without going back to the inn
where he had stopped, he jook his passage
on board the packet, taking care ndt to
be® gbserved by those whom he himself
wag going to watch. During the whole
passage he carefully avoided theit no-
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tice, always keeping on deck when they
« were in the cabin, and going down below
whenever they came pp to breathe the
fresh air. During their ‘passage, which,
owing to the foul weather which came on,
was a long one, Joseph formed an ac-
quaintance with one of thc servants,
who could speak I'rench, who informed
him that his master was Sir Henry
Tayling, a baronet, and that the family
were now returning to Lngland after
having been spending several months in
France. While they were at Havre,
Lady Tayling was regretting that she
had been able to meet with no one
whom she should like to take back with
her as a French governess for her
daughters, having been satisfied with
none of the persons who, at'the vaxious
towns where they had been, had applied
to De received n that capacity; when
at length, on the very day before they
left Havre, they saw a charming young
persoh come to the hotel where the
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family were’lodging, accompanied by an
old lady. This young lady dined at the*
table d’hdte, and was seated next to the
two Miss Tayhngs, who soon became
quite familiar with her, and conceived a
friendship for Mademoiselle Dubourg,
the name under which Victorine had
introduced .herself to them. Bath Sir
Henry and his Lady, tog,« were, §0
charmed with the fascinating and inge-
nuous manners of the young stranger,
and with her attentions towards her aged
companion, that when dinngr was over
they invited both the ladies to take tea
with them in their own. apartment.
The servant could not inform Joseph of
what had passéd during the evening,
but he could perceive every time that
hc ,had occasion to enter the room,
that all the family paid the utmost
attentions towards®Mademoiselle! * who
seamed to have been speaking of some-
thing that interested them all very
much, for his Lady was listening'to her
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very attentively, and the ‘younggr of
‘the Miss Taylings held her hand, while
the elder sister was looking at her appa-
rently much affected byt what she had
been telling them. He was not, how-
ever, the less surprised on hearing, the
following day, that Mademoiselle Du-
bourg was to go with them in the qua.
lity. of goxerness and companion to the
young ladies, and that she had obtained
permission to have Madame Deschamps
continue with her: the latter, who had
not judged it necessary to change her
name, was to assist the “housekeeper.
The family proceeded to London as
soon as they had landed at South-
ampton, and Joseph determined to
follow them; and having before inquired,
of the servant in what part of the town
they resided, he hired a furnished roonj,
in a street in the-sawie neighbourhoog],
and it was from this place that he wrote
to his master, these details.

It is'easy to conceive how transported ,
George was at the contents of this
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letter. » He was npw cured of his mis-
anthropy and vexations ; for all that he
thoyght of at first was, that Victorine
was fouyd, with‘out reflecting that i
was in order to escape from him that
she was submitting to a species of ser-
vitude. “ She is found!” exclaimed he;
and then without losing an instant he
wrote to Dhawville to apprize hin® that «
he was about to leave Paris, and to his
.solicitor to confirm the arrangements lre
had been making with regard to the
disposition of hQis propetrty, and then
immediately set out on his journey.
Before receiving Joseph’s letter, it had
been his intention to go and live as a
recluse, among the mountains of Jura:
thag was thg country in whith Vic-
torine. was born, and it was there
that ‘he desired to live “and to dig;
but .the intelligence™he® had just "re-
ceived® had now altered all his views,
and he therefore took the sroad to
Calais.

Hardly was he beyond the walls of
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the capital before he began to breathe
more freely, for he se¢med now to be
beyond the reach of those who hag so
basely persecuted him, and toghave es.,
caped from that fickle multitude whose
calumnies and praises had excited in
him nearly an equal disgust: nor was
the thought that he wa¢ about to see
' Vietofine once more, the least of his
consolations. He seemed, too, to re-
éover his independence and his haps.
piness at beholding the beauties of
nature ;'and again he thpught that every
one looked on him kindly, and that ma-
lignant and envious persons were to be
found only in crowded cities. Should he
not be able to inspire Victorine with
compassion, he determined to go t@l‘en
and reside m the place where she
wag born, ih the nelghbourhood of
which was Leclercqs manufactoryz but
she loved him, she had even cohfessed
hes love¢; would she then be able to
resist his entreaties, or to withstand the
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feelings <of her own heart? This idea
filled him with*the most delightful
hopes, and he pursued his journey with-
' qut apprehension.

As soon as he arrived in London, he
hurried to Joseph’s lodging, and threw
himself into the arms of this faithful
servant. Fronr the window of the room
where he now avas he could behoid’thee
house in which his Victorine resided;
and what were his feelings soon after~>
wards on seeing her come out arm-in-
arm with her yopngest pupil, while the
other and Madame Deschamps followed }
It was with difficulty that Joseph could
prevent him from running out into the
' shreet, to speak to her, or even to throw
himself at her feet,

In censequence of his former con-
nexion with the Duke pf w#** Geor
found. that he knew one df the secre-
taries of the French ambassador ; and as
soon therefore as he had somewhat

.recovered from his agitation of spirits



236 THE NOVICE} OR,

he went to call upon_him. He had no
difficulty in prevailing -upon this gentle-
man, who had a considerable esteem for
him, to engage to present ,him as a
countryman of his to Sir Henry Tay-
ling. Both the baronet and his lady
wére very amiable persons: they
had been instantly struck with the fas-
-zinaifng manners and ingenuous coun-
tenance of Victorine, and daily congra-
iwulated themselves upon being fully
justified in the favourable opinion they
had foimed of her; gnd they treated
her with far more kindness and respect
than she had ever experienced under
the roof of M. Dubrocard. This worthy
couple were much affected when George
related to them his attachment to their
young protegee, and the excess. of de-
lgcacy on hér part that had induced her
to refuse hitn. ™ They perceived, with
regret that they were about to lose the
excellegt governess they.had found for
their daughters; but they consoled
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themselves with th® reflection that it
was for her beneﬁt, and that her hap-
piness would be secured by it. Al-
\ﬂioﬁgh 'tl.leir acquaintance with her was:
but very recent, the attachment they
felt towards her was as great as if they
had known her for several years. Her
ladyship even promiscd to intercede
with Victoring in George’s behalfy and
on her informing her of what had
passed, the terrified girl exclaimeds:
""How then, docs he pursue me even
beneath your roof!—Does hewish to
disturb the tradquillity that I flattered
myself I had found here !”

It was, however, impossible for her long
to conceal her real sentiments towards
him ; or not to acknowledge that she felt
deeply, bow sincerely Dercy was attached
to hér, and was affected by the proofs
he had given of passhh in thus cndea-
vouring to discover her : and if she ex-
perienced a Jittle vexation at what she
termed hig. perseéutiou, she It:lt n)'uqh
more satisfaction and joy at finding her-
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self so beloved by '&he man whom she
estcemed. At lengtli, overcome by her
ladyship’s entreaties, she consented to
sec him. Having Yinformed her s
bneﬂy as possible of all that occurred
to him since they last saw each other,
and of the manner in which he had dis-
posed of the bulk of his property, he ex-
¢laimed :—< O! Victorine, happy should
I have béen to have made you rich, but
you refused me that gratification; f'or
your sake, therefore. have I renounced
wealth, and have reserved for myself only
that sum which T would "nave forced upon
you. You would not permit me to
render you my equal in point of fortunc.
I have therefore given up my superfluous
wealth in order to become your equal.”
Surprised and greatly affected, Victo-
rine gazed first at George, then cast her
eyés on Lady 'Piyling, who, nearly as
much moved as herself, took her hand
and placed it in that of hey lover. She
"did* not attempt to withdraw her
hand, but, with downcast eyes and a
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blushing cheek, copféSsed that she could
now raise no furtHer objections to their
union; and a few days afterwards the
-auptial ceremony was performed at the
French Ambassador’s chapel )
Dercy and his wife quitted England
almost immediately, and went to reside
on the borders of Switserlaud. at the
biith-place of the latter ; wllerq_gcg_ge.
Jaid out the fvwo hundred thoutand francs
he bad reseived to himself, in the pur-
*cl.ase of lands, on ®hich he built a small
but neat and comtortable hogse. Here
he dwelt 11 thd bosom of domestic feli-
city. their union having been blessed with
two children; and here too he enjoyed the
society of his neighbour, Leclercq, and
the friendship of Dharville, who came
exery year Yo spend a few weeks with
Dercy in this peaceful) retreat. The
comfort and felicitysthpt reigned M his
own domestic circle, seemed to extend
itself on every side; for he was solicitous
to diffuse the blessings he ‘himsdlf efi~
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joyed, and to p'oﬁzow industry, and to
encourage and extend, both by his ex-
ample and advice, the employment of
all those improvemeits that science-
and philanthropy united havk intro.’
duced into the arts of life. He had
at first to contend with obstinacy and
prejudice ; but had, at length, the satis-
faction, .of sceing ignorance and want,
idicness and vice, glarlually disappear.
He was not rich enough to form, by his
own mecans alone, uséful and benevolent® '
cstablishments; but he possessed a zeal
and energy that supplie& the want of
fortune ; and he set subscriptions on foot
for forming saving-banks, a Lancasterian
school, and a society for the encourage-
ment of vaccination. Ile could not erect
hospitals, but he assisted and’ relieved all
those whom agg, infirmity, and sickness)
hindsred from |abssring for their sub-
sistence ; and in all these acts of benevo-
lence Madame Dercy shared w1th her
Rhisbahd.
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We must confess that our hero still
retained thuch of his former simplicity "
of character : an? single-heartedness; and
it was gnore pafticularly with regard:to
the public events of the day that this
pitt of his character displayed itself.
When the revolutions of Spain, Naples,
and Portugal, took place, he supposed
that the principles on which, tnty =rese-
founded were recognized by their re-
spective princes, but he grieved for
both the people and their masters, when
the congresseg and hattles informed him
that the sovcreigns had accepted the
constitutions oidy out of policy. He
had the simplicity to imagine that, after
the victories our arms had obtained in
Spain, that country would be governed
accerding to the principles of the glorious
decree of Andujar ; ‘and to supposg, that
all the Eurepean powefs would take the
part of the Greeks against the Turks.
He_ once flattered himself dor a, shew~
time that IFrance was about.to entel

VOL. 1L M
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into a negociati‘dn wif Hayti, apd he
rejoiced both on account o: the state
and the families of the old colonists.

When he saw that the English had re-
cognized the independance of South
America, he regretted that France, which
had contributed so much towards that of
North America, had not set’the example.

After ail, (notwithstanding rthat he had
more than once been deceived in his
hopes, and notwithstanding what he saw ,
actually passing in the two hemisphercs, he
thought thut the attempts made to arrest
the course of the human race towaids
ultimate perfection, were only tempo-
rary; and that the progress of-reason
and intelligence, though slow, were cer- .
tain ; while the hope whi¢h he entor-
taincd of the general felicity of mankinds
rendgred his bwp private happiness
still sweeter td him. Persccuted «by
his fellow-creatures he had indaiged
4w acviolent fit of misanthropy; bot,
in the bosom of his family and surrounded
by neighbours to_whose virtues he had
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contributed by his&xample, he indulged
in the mos, exalted philanthropy and
_encvolence.

Dercy was refurning from his friend
Leclercq’s at the time that he found and
recognized the miserable Dauvert, who re-
ceived both from him and his amiable wife
every attentidn that his deplorable ‘state
demanded. Fer several days the, wretched»
man continued in a delirium ; nor was it
amtil he was completely recovered, that
Dercy visited him, thinking that his pre-
sence must be painful to one®by whom
he had been so basely treated.

At the sight of his benefactor Dauvert
was greatly shocked, and for some time

* continued in sullen silence. At first he
refused to avow the reason of his flight
frop* Paris, but he had betrayed himself
in his fits of delirium. I¥ was an gddi-
tional torment to those’he already suf-
fered, to perccive the harmony and tran-
quilljty that reigned in thisabpde. » The-

M2
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mutual affection of the%usband and wife,
and the felicity that surrounded them.
Itwas also a torment stil! more keen to be
at length convinced, when too late, that
the only real happiness was that which
he had disdained. At first he would
have rejected the money that George
generously offered him, that he might
' pursue his journey ; but he was in such

a state of utter destitution, and it was
tetidered him with :0 much delicacy,
that he at length accepted it. But this
was not all: rarely is, malignity so
rooted in the human breast, that it can
resist the unremitted xindnesses of an
injured benefactor ; and, overcome by
such an excess of goodness, he confessed
all his guilt, avowed his ¢emorse for
his past conduct, supplicated Dercy
to pardon his mgrat de, and promised
to repair as far as’ possible his formier
crimes, by an entire change of " life.
Whether «his repentance “was . but
momentary, or whether he would have
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tulfillzd it, we aie unable to say, for he
perished in crdssing the Atlantic on his
wiy to America

We have scen, then, that after all, our
Novice was more intelligent than those
who piqued themselves so much on their
cleverness and knowledge of the world ;
and although ridiculed for his simplicity
and ignoranée, far more intalligent dnd
prudent thau those who conccived
themselves to be ¢0 much his superiors
in wisdom. Ile at length enjoyed real
felicity, whilst those who hid despised
or persccuted him, closed their days
either in shanrs, misery, or disgust.
And the event which conducted to his
housc the most bitter and the most vin-
dictive of all his enemies, proved to him
thg source of the most delicious pleastres
that a virtuous mind .cdn taste, napely,
that of succouring an adversary in dis-
tress-—of converting an ungrateful heart.

Who then are those whc, are really
blind to theif own interests, and truly

-
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novices with respect to Yhat most isepor ¢
tant art—the art of happincss? Men
void of principle, men without integiity ;-
the covetous, the mercen"ary; andeabove
all, the ambitious. It is the chailatan
who makes pretensions that he cannot
support ; it is the plotting sycophant,
the manceuvring intriguer, Who meanly
¢rdWls and fawns in orderthat he may
risc, but who at length either falls or is
thrown down, and s then spurned,
and crushed; itis the envious wretch,
who, while*he attempts to injure another,
‘does most injury to himself; it is the
proud man, who is at ouce flattered and
despised, who would compel universal
homage, and who ultimately meets with
general contempt.

TFE TXD.

C. Baldwin, Printer,
New Bnidge-Street, London.
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